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MORTAL SIN 
 

 The concept of mortal sin has been an integral part of the Christian message since the very 
beginning. Literally dozens of passages in the New Testament proclaim it a fearful reality, and these 
biblical teachings were fully accepted by, and indeed expounded upon, by the early Church Fa-
thers. It was not until the time of John Calvin that anyone would claim that it was impossible for a 
true Christian to lose his salvation. That teaching, which was not even shared by Martin Luther and 
his followers, was a theological novelty of the mid-sixteenth century, a teaching which would have 
been condemned as a dangerous heresy by all previous generations of Christians. It would drive 
people to the despair of thinking that, if they had committed grave sins, they had never been true 
Christians. Further, they would suffer similar anxiety over any subsequent conversion, since their 
first would not have been genuine, according to this teaching. Or it would drive them into thinking 
that their grave sins were really not grave at all, for no true Christian could have committed such 
sins.  
. 

 In time the "once saved, always saved" teaching even degenerated in many Evangelical cir-
cles to the point that some would claim that a Christian could commit grave sins and still remain 
saved: sin did not injure his relationship with God at all. Fortunately, most Christians today reject 
Calvin’s error, acknowledging that there are at least some mortal sins—sins which kill the spiritual 
life of the soul and deprive a person of salvation, unless he repents. Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, 
Lutherans, Anglicans, Methodists, Pentecostals—all acknowledge the possibility of mortal sin at 
least in some form. Only Presbyterians, Baptists, and those who have been influenced by these 
two sects reject the reality of mortal sin.  
  
 The early Church Fathers, of course, were unanimous in teaching the reality of mortal sin. 
They had to embrace the doctrine of mortal sin precisely because they recognized not only the 
salvific power of baptism but also the damning power of certain serious sins. The Church taught 
that "baptism . . . now saves you"  



 However, since during the persecutions some baptized people denied Christ, and since 
Christ taught that "whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 10:33), the Church Fathers recognized that it was possible to lose the grace of sal-
vation after baptism.  
 

 The idea that one could never lose salvation would have been unimaginable to them, since 
it was evident from the Bible that baptism saves, that the baptized can deny Christ, and that those 
who deny Christ will not be saved unless they repent, as did Peter. It was equally unthinkable to 
predestinarian thinkers, such as Augustine, who, just two years before he died, taught in his 
book The Gift of Perseverance that not all who were predestined to come to God’s grace were pre-
destined to remain with him until glory. This was, in fact, the teaching of all the high predestinarians 
(Augustine, Fulgentius, Aquinas, and even Luther)—until the time of Calvin.  
  
Ignatius of Antioch 
"And pray without ceasing in behalf of other men; for there is hope of the repentance, that they may 
attain to God. For cannot he that falls arise again, and he may attain to God?" (Letter to the Ephe-
sians 10 [A.D. 110]).  
  
Augustine 
"[N]othing could have been devised more likely to instruct and benefit the pious reader of sacred 
Scripture than that, besides describing praiseworthy characters as examples, and blameworthy 
characters as warnings, it should also narrate cases where good men have gone back and fallen 
into evil, whether they are restored to the right path or continue irreclaimable; and also where bad 
men have changed, and have attained to goodness, whether they persevere in it or relapse into 
evil; in order that the righteous may be not lifted up in the pride of security, nor the wicked hardened 
in despair of cure" (Against Faustus 22:96 [A.D. 400]).  
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Where Do the Candidates Stand on Key Issues? 
Priests’ for Life’s non-partisan guide to the positions 

Of the 2012 Presidential Candidates 
On issues of concern to the electorate. 

All Altoonans are invited to participate in Our Lady of Fatima’s Election Eve 

YÉÜ _|yx TÇw  YÉÜ _|uxÜàç 
Holy Mass and Eucharistic Holy Hour 

On Monday bring your serious friends to Mass at 6:00PM and Holy Hour from 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
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Mon. 11/05 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
6:00 PM Mass 
Tues. 11/06 
 Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Wed. 11/07 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Thur. 11/08 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Fri.    11/09 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Sat.   11/10 
Feast 
4:30 PM Mass 
Sun. 11/11 
Feast 
9:00 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass  

A Day of Prayer for Victims of Cancer  
Weekday 
Vanessa Burr, Kate Burr 
Intention of all VOTERS, Fr. Zatalava 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Heart Diseases 
Weekday 
Mary  Bacza, Stanley Krish Family 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Arthritis  
Weekday 
Janet Pufka, Ron and Jeanne Sheehan 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Nervous Disorders 
Weekday 
Sally Colledge, Children 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Emotional Disorders  
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
Denise Keagy, Tom and Carol Riggleman 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Diabetes  
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Bess Greinader, Lorraine Shuma 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Addictions  
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Living and Deceased Members of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
Samuel Adams, Raymond and Judy Wilkinson 

11/06
11/07 

Joe Milliron 
Nick Conrad 

11/09 David and Carol Riley 
Dave and Karen Conrad 

11/09 Mike Summers   

11/12 Marcella Ianniello   

 

Lord 
Jesus  
Christ 
Son  
Of  

God 
Have 
Mercy 

On 
Me 
A 

Sinner 

Happy Birthday:             Wedding Anniversaries:   

MONEY MATTERS 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, (October 28, 2012) 

178 people Celebrated Liturgy at  O.L.F. contributing $2,552.00  
of which $153.00 accounted for non-envelope contributions. 

# Envelopes In Circulation     198  # Used              88    # Unused      110    
 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary Daily 
At O.L.F. before each Mass and privately from 8:30am to 7:00pm 



Gaeto Construction Co.
Builders & Remodelers

Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Garages • Windows • Doors

“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”

“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

(814) 944-9233
Fully Insured HIC #PA002981 In Our 30th Year

Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto

JJ..  KKiirrkk  KKlliinngg
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Criminal Law • DUI
Social Security • Wills • Estates

941-6699
630 PLEASANT VALLEY BLVD., STE. B

JOE MERRITT REMODELING
Roofing • Siding • Soffit & Facia

Interior & Exterior • Window Installation
Fully Insured • Over 20 Yrs. Experience

(814) 942-6784
Consider

Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

814-944-0843 1201 Eighth Ave. • Altoona

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Page. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-945-6629

102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

You Name It... 

We Do It!

State
Inspection,
Emission,

Mechanical Work
1318 Mill Run Rd. • Altoona

814-944-0561

Vince’s A
uto Body 

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

When Only The Best Will Do

814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602

Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blvd.

PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

814-942-6772

Since 1933

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Jesus
A to Z

Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC 

book for kids and families! Includes a

glossary of questions to help adults pass on

their Catholic faith.

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150   www.wlpmusic.com



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /All
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


