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MARCH COLLECTIONS 2018   

  DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN 
CATHOLIC COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING 
2018 Scout Retreat – May 18-20, 2018 

 
St. Francis University, Loretto 
Theme: “Modern Day Saints” 

$45.00 per scout/adult.  Cost includes meals, 
lodging, and the program.  

Boy and Girl scouts stay in the dorms and 
eat at Torvian Dining Hall.  

Weekend includes: Spiritual Reflection, 
games, campfire, and a movie.  

For more information email: Denise Kreckel 
at pharmcanoe@aol.com  

03/27 Bernie Fabian 

03/28 Nicole Wall 

03/29 Tom Levine 

03/30 Mary Moses 

03/31 Megan Sral 

 
Flower  requests are due by March 28, 

Wednesday of Holy Week  

 SAMPLE 

    Easter Sunday - April 1  
 Easter Sunday concludes the Three Day celebration—Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday.  At the end of 
the Liturgy of the Word, believers renew baptismal promises and are sprinkled with Easter water.  The Triduum con-
cludes with Evening Prayer Easter Sunday night.  Many parishes make Easter water available to the Faithful to take 
home and use for home blessings throughout the liturgical year. 

The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop – March Happenings 
Celebrate Easter and Spring Sacraments by receiving 20% off your entire purchase at The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop 
through the month of March! The Friar’s Nook is located across from St. Bernardine Monastery at 793 Monastery Road, 
Hollidaysburg. 
The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop -- Easter bake sale Monday through Wednesday of Holy Week (March 26th – March 28th). The 
bake sale will include Franciscan inspired Easter bread and ethnic cookies. Fresh product brought in daily! 

St. Demetrius Beef Dinner   
St. Demetrius Parish in Gallitzin will hold its 42nd  Annual Roast Beef Dinner / Spring Festival on Sunday, April 8th.    It 
will feature games, baskets, a bake sale, and of course our delicious roast beef dinner.  Location: Church hall (former St. 
Patrick building) at the top of Church Street.  Time: 11:00 a.m. to …?  Tickets: Adults (eat-in or take-out) $10.00; Children 
6-to-12, $6.00; 5 and under FREE  

 
We have a 7 bags of Cheddar Cheese and 1 bag of White American pierogies left to buy. First come, First Serve. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY  (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 
The Liturgy of Baptism is the fulfillment of the forty days of Lent.  The sacraments of initiation are most anciently cele-
brated at this Vigil.  Lent has invited the faithful to renew themselves in their baptismal identity.  As catechumens and 
candidates become fully Christian, the assembly of believers renew their baptismal promises.   
   The Liturgy of the Eucharist proclaims the mystery of the Lord’s saving death and resurrection.  Our praising and 
thanking epitomizes the church’s intensity at this Vigil of all vigils.  Christ crucified is Christ risen.  For the first time in 
Three Days, there is a liturgical dismissal  -  in multiple alleluias.  Easter Sunday begins. 



 

Holy Thursday Dinner…  
   At the end of Lent as we enter the three days, the Cathedral Parish will gather for Dinner at 6:00 PM this Thursday, 
March 29, at 6:00 PM in the Cathedral Hall before our  7:30 PM  Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  There will be a 
basket placed on the serving table to receive donations (if able) for this catered meal. All are welcome including the Our 
Lady of Fatima Parishioners. 

At the center of the Church’s annual liturgical calendar is the commemoration of the Lord’s death and resurrection dur-
ing the Three Days. Lent will end late in the afternoon of Thursday, March 29. The Three Days will begin Holy Thursday 
evening, March 29, with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. As the Church enters the sacred Triduum, the offering of the 
chalice is to be restored in all the parishes of the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper all in 
the Diocesan Church will be welcomed to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord under the species of bread and wine. 
Consistently the Church has stated that the fullness of the sign of Mass is seen in the reception of both the consecrated 
bread and the consecrated wine. This is what Jesus the Lord directed on the night before he died, to eat his Body and 
drink his Blood. All are invited to receive Holy Communion under the elements of both bread and wine Holy Thursday 
evening.  Also, beginning at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we will now return to the regular manner of exchanging the 
sign of peace.  

SACRED TRIDUUM  
 The forty days of Lent lead to the paschal celebration of the Triduum.  On Holy Thursday, late in the afternoon, 
Lent ends and the Church enters the culmination of the entire liturgical year, the Easter Triduum.  Liturgically, the Three 
Days are to be commemorated as one continuous celebration of the saving mystery of Jesus Christ.  As Lent was a forty 
day liturgical season and the fifty days of Easter a unitive liturgical season, so the Three Days are an integral unity cele-
brating the heart of faith  -  the dying and  rising of Christ.  The Triduum gives meaning to Lent, which precedes it, and to 
the Fifty Days of Easter that follow.  While not holy days of obligation, the faithful are strongly encouraged to participate 
in the rites of the Three Days. 

GOOD FRIDAY  -  March 30  
 Morning Prayer and/or Office of Readings from the Divine Office are recommended to be scheduled in the morn-
ing of Good Friday.  In the afternoon (around 3:00 PM), the Sacred Liturgy for this day celebrates the glory of the cross.  
Through the wood of the cross Christ has won redemption for all!  The Scripture at this celebration highlights the obedi-
ent life of the Son of God to his Father’s will.  The proclamation of John’s Passion invites those gathered to enter into the 
Lord’s saving death. 
               The liturgical symbol this day is a cross, please refer to the Roman Missal, Good Friday Liturgy, Numbers 17-19.  
The ritual calls for a cross to be used for the veneration.  There is to be only one cross used in order to emphasize the 
liturgical symbolism of this central sign of our redemption.  After the reception of communion, the liturgy ends as it be-
gan; all leave in silence.  Again, there is no dismissal.  The church is in the midst of commemorating the Three Days of 
the paschal mystery. 
 The fast on this day is not the penitential fast of Lent.  The fast becomes the ancient paschal fast.  The paschal 
fast honors the suffering and death of the Lord, and prepares us to share more deeply in the mystery of the resurrection.  
As practical as possible, it is pastorally and liturgically proper to encourage this fast until the Easter Vigil celebration.  
Through Friday and Saturday, we continue in fasting, prayer, and vigil.  There is a peaceful quiet as we await the Vigil. 

HOLY SATURDAY  -  EASTER VIGIL  -  March 31  
   Holy Saturday morning may have your faith community gathering for the Office of Readings and/or Morning Prayer 
from the Divine Office.  This is also the time to pray the preparatory rites with the catechumens in anticipation of the eve-
ning’s vigil.  Once it is dark (this year at 8:30 PM Daylight Saving Time), the Vigil of all vigils begins.  Because the church 
is continuing its Three Days, prayer begins in darkness and silence.  This Vigil possesses four major movements:  Light, 
Word, Baptism, and Eucharist.  
   The Easter Candle and the Exsultet are central to the Liturgy of Light.  Therefore, the Easter fire is burning outside the 
Church (all lights are out) as the faithful arrive for the Vigil.  Liturgically, processing is an important part of this rite.  All 
follow the lighted Paschal Candle into the Church.  
   The nine Scripture readings are part of the ancient Christian vigil and make up the Liturgy of the Word.  As believers 
kept vigil with the catechumens, various stories of salvation were recounted.  God’s presence among the people and 
God’s love for the people are proclaimed in Word. CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 



 
OUR LADY URGES US TO PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY FOR  

 
PEACE AND OFFER   

 
SACRIFICES BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE AT OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 

GOOD FRIDAY MARCH 30 - 3 PM 
 
 1)  BEGINNING OF THE NINE DAY NOVENA TO THE DIVINE MERCY  
 
HOLY SATURDAY MARCH 31  
 
1) BLESSING OF THE EASTER BASKETS -2:45 PM changed from 2:30 PM 
2) SECOND DAY OF THE NOVENA - 3 PM 
 
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 1 
 
1) MASS - 10:30 AM 
2) THIRD DAY OF THE DIVINE MERCY NOVENA - 3PM 
 
MONDAY APRIL 2 THROUGH SATURDAY APRIL 7  
 
1) CONTINUATION OF THE DIVNIE MERCY NOVENA - 3PM DAILY 
 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 8 
 
1) DIVINE MERCY IMAGE WILL BE VENERATED AFTER 10:30 MASS UNTIL 5 PM. 

 

Original "Vilnius" Image  

VENERATION OF THE SACRED IMAGE on the Feast of Divine Mercy  
(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

In 1931, Our Lord appeared to St. Faustina.  She saw Jesus clothed in a white garment with 
His right hand raised in blessing. His left hand was touching His garment in the area of the 
heart, from where two large rays came forth, one red and the other pale. She gazed intently 
at the Lord in silence, her soul filled with awe, but also with great joy. Jesus said to her: 
"Paint an image according to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You ... 
I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish. I also promise victory 
over [its] enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death. I Myself will de-
fend it as My own glory" (Diary 47, 48) ........."I am offering people a vessel with which they 
are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image with the 
signature: 'Jesus, I trust in You' " (327)  

VENERATION IN THE CHURCH 
Jesus said.... "I desire that this image be venerated, first in your chapel, and [then] 
throughout the world"(47). 
"I want the image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, 
and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about 
it."  (341) 


