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Often in discussing the Catholic Faith a
non-Catholic will ask, usually several times,
“Where is that in the Bible?”

The Catholic, if he doesn’t have time to
Google it, should assume the non-Catholic al-
ready knows it doesn’t appear explicitly in the
Bible. With confidence and without missing a
beat the Catholic should say: “it doesn't ... and
it doesn't have to be.”

The non-Catholic is suffering from Martin
Luther's delusion that “everything we need for
Salvation is in the Bible.” The word delusion is
not used here derisively. It means to see some-
thing which isn’t there, and ... nowhere in the
Bible can it be found that “everything we need
for salvation is in the Bible.

Almost everybody knows that Catholics
believe that God’s revelation of Himself comes
to us in two formats. Scripture (that which is
written down) and Tradition (that which is spo-
ken). An understanding of both is necessary to
have a real and authentic appreciation of what
it is God wants us to do at any given moment in
time.

Actually, if you want to get nitpicky about
it, Scripture had first to be spoken before it
could be written down.. Therefore the Bible is
really part of Tradition.

‘I want a laity, not arrogant, not rash in speech, not
Read’ and maybe even Study the Catholic disputatious, but men who know their religion, who
Update enclosed within. You will deepen your enter into it, who know just where they stand, who

. , . know what they hold and what they do not, and
understanding of your Faith so that you will be who know their creed so well that they can give an

better prepared to defend you Faith. account of it.”

J.D.Z John Henry Newman




Mon. 07/15

A Day of Prayer for Victims of Cancer

Feast Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM Mass  JoAnne Miller, B/day, Colleen Sheehan

Tues. 07/16 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Heart Diseases

Feast Our Lady of Mount Carmel

8:00 AM Mass  M/M Dennis Beckley, June 15, 50th Ann, Jeanne Summers
Wed. 07/17 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Arthritis

Feast Weekday

8:00 AM Mass  Austin Hallinan, Janie and Jim Davidson & Family
Thur. 07/18 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Nervous Disorders
Feast Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest

8:00 AM Mass  Fred Petrunak, Sr., Family

Fri. 07/19 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Emotional Disorders
Feast Weekday

8:00 AM Mass  Bill Conrad, Bill and Cathy Hocherl

Sat. 07/20 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Diabetes

Feast Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:30 PM Mass  Poor Souls In Purgatory, Carol Smith

Sun. 07/21 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Addictions

Feast Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 AM Mass  Christina Flanagan, Jean Hagan

11:00 AM Mass

Happy Birthday:

07/15 Jeanne Summers

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Family

Wedding Anniversaries

07/16 Joe and Marcella lanniello

Sylvia Tierney

Our Lady of Fatima Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosarwy Daily
t O.L.YF. before each Mass and privately from §:30am to 7:00pm

MONEY MATTERS
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 30, 2013)
209 people Celebrated Liturgy at O.L.F. contributing $ 2,507.50 of which $§ 227.00 accounted for non-envelope contributions.

# Envelopes In Circulation 191 # Used 88 # Unused 103

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 7, 2013)
184people Celebrated Liturgy at O.L.F. contributing $ 2,477.00 of which $ 144.00 accounted for non-envelope contributions.
# Used 81

# Envelopes In Circulation 191 # Unused 110

Profit from the Super Patriot Raffle $955.00 Camp Payment = $809.39
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SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION:
REVEALING GOD’S PLAN

Led by the Spirit, the Church grows in understanding God'’s self-revelation
through Jesus Christ—God's Word become flesh. Both Scripture and
Tradition find their source in God’'s Word. by Margaret Nutting Ralph, PhD
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hich came first, the chicken or the egg? This

question is difficult to answer because each

needs the other to exist. We might say the

same thing about Scripture and Tradition.

Each truly needs the other to exist.

The Catholic Church understands both

Scripture and Tradition as expressions of the
Word of God; each is a form of revelation—"God's communi-
cation of himself and his loving plan to save us” (United States
Catholic Catechism for Adults, glossary). “By this revelation,
then, the invisible God, from the fullness of his love, addresses
men and women as his friends, and lives among them, in order
to invite and receive them into his own company™ { Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation, “Dei Verbum™ [DV] 2).

What came first is neither Scripture nor Tradition, but

the Word. We read about this Word in John's Gospel: “Tn the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. . . . All things came to be through him, and
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without him nothing came to be™ (Jn 1:1-3}. The phrase “the
Word of God” refers first and foremost to the Word who ex-
isted before all else, the Word through whom all that exists
came into being—the Word who became flesh as Jesus,

The book of Genesis also speaks of God's creative Word.
Both the Gospel of Tohn and Genesis begin in the exact same
way: “In the beginning . . .” { The author of John is alluding to
Genesis.) Genesis goes on to say, “Then God said: Let there be
light, and there was light” (Gn 1:3). The phrase “and God said”
becomes a refrain in Genesis (see chapter 1). 5o, both Genesis
and John's Gospel teach that all that is comes to be through
God's creative Word. Christians call God’s Word, Jesus, the
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. God's Word is God's
sell-revelation to the human race: “And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us” (Jn 1:14a).

This Word who became flesh, Jesus Christ, is the fulfill-
ment of God's self-revelation. Jesus, who suffered, died, and
rose from the dead, remains with us through his Spirit. Led by
the Spirit, the Charch continues to grow in our understanding
of God's self-revelation through Jesus Christ. Therefore, both
Scripture (the written accounts of God's self-revelation) and
Tradition (the living faith handed on from generation to
generation ) find their source in God’s Word.

e

WHAT IS SCRIPTURE?

The root of Scripture means “to write,” but the writings in the
Bible are far from ordinary. “Those things revealed by God
which are contained and presented in the text of sacred scrip-
ture have been written under the inspiration of the holy Spirit.
For holy mother church . . . accepts as sacred and canonical the
books of the Old and the New Testaments . . . on the gronnds
that, written under the inspiration of the holy Spirit, they have
God as their author, and have been handed on as such to the
chuorch itself™ (DY 11).

From our perspective, Scripture may seem older than
Tradition, and Scripture scems Lo have authority over
Tradition. The Christian religion “should be nourished
and ruled by sacred scripture” (DY 211, However, when we
understand how Scripture came to be, we understand that it is
actually one of the gifts of Tradition.

Scripture, also called the Bible (the word Bible means
“a collection of hooks"), is the result of a long, five-step
process that took place within a believing community.

Step 1: Experiencing God in the events of salvation

history. From the time of our father in faith, Abraham

(1850 BC), to about 100 vears after Jesus’ public ministry (AD,
early second century), God revealed God's self through events.
Among these events were the Exodus of the Hebrew people
from Egypt; their entrance into the Holy Land; their
establishment of a kingdom:; the division of that kingdom;



their exile in Babylon: their return to the Holy Land—first
under Persian rule, then Greek rule, then RBoman rule; the
hirth, public ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ;
and the hirth of the early Church.

Step 2: Sharing the stories of the people of God by word of
maeuth. Accounts of these events were first passed on through
oral tradition.

Step 3: Committing the stories to writing. Gradually, certain
parts of the oral tradition were written down.

Step 4: Editing the written stories. Over time, as the tradition
continued to be handed down, it was edited in the Light of
subsequent events,

Each of these steps—the oral tradition, the wrilten
tradition, and the edited tradition—took place in the midst of
a believing community. The result is a layered lext that reflects
what was originally understood by the community to whom
God was revealing God's self as well as how that believing
communily, over cenluries, grew in its understanding in the
light of subsequent events.

Step 5: Selecting which writlen and edited stories to include
in the Bible. Certain works became canonical, and others did
not. The root word for canen is “ruler,” that by which other
things are measured. To say that a book is part of the canon,
part of Scripture, part of the Bible, is to say that it has author-
ity. Since the authors were inspired (thercfore, in one sense,
God is the author), what the authors intended to teach has
authority because it is part of God’s self-revelation to God’s
people and is part of Church Tradition.

The books that became part of the Bible are those that
the believing community received and found nourishing, used
in their worship services, and chose to pass on to every genera-
tion. The canonical books are the fruit of Church Tradition.

WHAT IS TRADITION?

By definition, Scripture is a wrillen text. As such, it needs to
be interpreted. It is one of the Church’s roles Lo inlerpret
Scripture so that it is not just a historical word,
something an inspired author said to his con-
temporaries, but a living word, a word that
nourishes and rules every generation.
The magisterium, the teaching
voice of the Church, has taught us
how to interpret Scripture: “In deter-
mining the intention of the sacred
writers, attention must be paid .. . to
literary genres. . . . Truth is differently
presented and expressed in the
various types of historical writing, in
prophetical and poetical texts, and in
other forms of literary expression. Hence
the exegete [Scripture scholar] must look

How are both Scripture and Tradition living
expressions of the Word of God?

How often do you seek God and God's will
for you in Scripture and Tradition?

In what practical way can you invite
the Word of God to dwell in your heart
so that you may grow in love?

SCRIPTURE, THE FRUITOF
AR e

While the five-step

growth process (events,

oral tradition, written

tradition, edited tradition,

canonical) that resufted in

the Scripture that we now

have is evident through-

out the Bible, the first

four steps are particularly

evident in Luke's Gospel. |

The author of Luke begins |

his Gospel by saying:

“Since many have

undertaken to compile

a narrative of the events

that have been fulfilled among us. just 3s those who were
eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word
have handed them down to us, | too have decided, after
investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down
in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus,
so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you
have received” (Lk 1:1-4). Luke tells us that he is editing
oral and written traditions about events in order to respond
pastorally to his particular audience.

CORE OR CUSTOM?

Through Scripture and Tradition, God has revealed to the
human race what we need to know for the sake of our
salvation (DV 11). We include in Tradition (notice the capital T)
those truths that are core to Christianity. However, there
are many other traditions (notice the small t) that
are beloved by many Catholics but are not
core to our salvation and so are not part of
Tradition. For example, the resurrection of
Jesus Christ is core to our Tradition. The
rosary is 3 beloved form of prayer that
enables us to meditate on core truths,
but the rosary itselfis part of Catholic
tradition, not part of Tradition. it is
important both for the sake of
Catholic identity and for the sake
of ecumenical unity to distinguish
between what is core and what is not;
what is necessary for our salvation and
whal is a cherished praclice.



for that meaning which the sacred writers, in given situations
and granted the circumstances of their time and culture, in-
tended to express . . . through the medium of a contemporary
literary form™ (DV 12},

We see, then, that Tradition gave birth to the Bible, and
Tradition is now rooted, nourished, and ruled by that same
Bible. The Church keeps Scripture as a living word, one that
continues to cut to the marrow of our bones and be a light to
our paths in numerous ways: we proclaim Scripture at Mass, at

the celebration of every sacrament, and in the Divine Office.
We teach Scripture in our catechetical settings. We apply
Scripture to our daily lives through homilies, breaking apen
the Word in the RCIA process, and meditation in our personal
prayer lives,

The Church’s ongoing teaching, rooted in the apostolic tra-
dition, but applied to new settings for each generation, is called
Tradition. As the Church is nourished and ruled by Scripture, its
teaching voice applies core biblical teachings to new situations.

KEEP THE FAITH

VISIT CATALOG FRANCISCANMEDIA.ORG
for mare faith-formation resources—induding
Catholic Update, I Believe, Every Day Catholic,
Homily Helps, and Bringing Home the Word. Or use
your smartphone to scan this code to get there.

ST AI\TT]- IONY SUBSCRIBE TO BUILD YOUR FAITH:

it Anthony Messenger Ts 3 national Catholic magazine published by
the Franciscans. See the current issue at StAnthomyMessenger.org.

: SUBSCRIBE TO CATHOLIC UPDATE:
. Single 12-monlth subscription: S18.00 « 2-9:$12.00 ea. » 10-49: $6.00 pa.
50-99: 540 ed. « 100-19%; $4.20 e3. » 200-299: $3.60 ea. » 300-499: 5276 €3,
500-999: $2.40 3. « 1,000 0r more: 31.80 ea.

For bulk rates, ol copies must be mailed to same cddress.

Because we believe that the Church continues to be inspired by
the Holy Spirit, these teachings become part of Tradition, part
of the revelation that God has given God’s people. “The task of
giving an authentic interpretation of the word of God, whether
in its written form or in the form of tradition, has been en-
trusted to the living teaching office of the church alone. lts
authority in this matter is exercised in the name of Jesus Christ.
This magisterium is not superior to the word of God, but is
rather its servant. It teaches only what has been handed on to it
At the divine command and with
the help of the holy Spirit, it listens
to this devoutly, guards it rever-
ently and expounds it faithfully”
(DV 10).

THE WORD OF GOD
We see, then, that the source of all
revelation is the Word—Jesus
Christ—who became flesh and
dwelt among us. That Word reveals
God to God's people through
creation, Scripture, and Tradition.
Why is an understanding of
revelation—of Scriplure and
Tradition—so important? The
authors of Dei Verbum tell us why
as they begin their document: “This
synod [Vatican Coundl ] . ..
wants the whale world to hear

the summons to salvation, so that
through hearing it may believe,
through belief it may hope, through
hope it may come to love™ (1). May we allow the Word of God to
dwell in our hearts so thal we, too, may grow in love,
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Margaret Nutting Ralph, PhD, is the director
of the Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies
degree program for Roman Catholics
at Lexington Theological Seminary,
Lexingtom, Kentucky, and is the
author of 14 books on Scripture.

| ORDER COPIES OF CATHOLIC UPDATE:
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Gaeto Construction Co.

Builders & Remodelers

Pennsylvania

Single

SHAltoona
) : MEMORIAL STUDIO
Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs thhollcs When Only The Best Will Do

Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Garages ® Windows ¢ Doors

i 814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602

Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blvd. s

“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”
“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

(814) 944-9233

Fully Insured HIC #PA002981  In Our 30th Year

Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto i .
S Hirk Aling | <o
ATTORNEY AT LAW e INC
A colorful Catholic ABC -

Criminal LaW o DUI book for kids and families! Includes a Since 1933

Socia I Security . Wi I Is . Es ta tes gIO?sary of gues"[ions to help adults pass on P LU M BI N G & H E ATI N G
their Catholic faith. C o N T RAC To R
941 _6699 007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

630 PLEASANT VALLEY BLVD., STE. B 11(?0995;10}:5lzf)wjiv?fve\r;vl_pii:fi:i i 81 4-942-6772

JOE MERRITT REMODELING WHY IS IT
Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Soffit & Facia : A man wakes up after sleeping
. . . . under an ADVERTISED blanket
Interior & Exterior ¢ Window Installation on 2 ADVERTISED matiress
Fully Insured ® Over 20 Yrs. Experience

( ) and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
814) 942-6784

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

Michael O'Neill McGrath, OSFS

Consider R()sa_ry offered. Depoﬁ“ f only $ 00 per per | shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
Rememberi will reserve your cabin. prushes his teeth
emempbering with ADVERTISED toothpaste
Your Parish in Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless, washes with ADVERTISED soap
Your Will. Brlan or Sally coordmators 860 399 1785 puts on ADVERTISED clothes
For further information, S , & I i drinks a cup
p d 0 0 ]
please call the Parish Office. = e ,— a— of ADVERTISED coffee
= — drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

[ ]
andthen....
IE InVEStment refuses to ADVERTISE
u believing it doesn’t pay.
SaVII'IgS Bank Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
814-944-0843 1201 Eighth Ave. * Altoona WHY IS IT?

Are you ever alone?

You're never alone when you have a medical alert!
"l feel more independent, safe, and secure with my medical alert."
Less than $1 per day

* No Long-Term Contracts ¢ Price Guarantee
* A+ Rating with BBB * Made and Monitored in the USA

Call Today to learn more about our Special Offer.

1.877.801.8608 Tol Free 9
b AR( 1s Your Catholic Credit Union

| ARC all Our Lady of Fatima parishioners are eligible to join
www.arcfcu.org * 814-946-0857

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church www.jspaluch.com
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