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Women Priests — No Chance  JOANNE BOGLE 
 The point is made frequently and always with the same confidence. There is a general assumption, at least 
in Europe and North America, that the Catholic Church’s insistence on a male priesthood is an obscure anomaly, 
which endures only because a Polish pope has, in the 1990s, refused to move with the times.  
 Yet the times have often favored a female priesthood and never more so than when Christ ordained His first 
priests, nearly 2,000 years ago. Virtually all the pagan religions of His day had priestesses, and it would have been 
entirely normal and natural for Him to choose women for this task. He had, moreover, a number of excellent poten-
tial candidates, from His own Mother, who accompanied Him at His first miracle and stood with Him as He suffered 
on the cross, to Mary Magdalene or the women of Bethany. Instead, He chose only men, and He remained immov-
able on this, continuing right to the end to exhort and train them all, leaving thus a Church which turned out to be 
safely founded on a rock. From those twelve men a direct line of apostolic succession has given the Catholic 
Church the bishops and priests it has today.  
 In the Church’s latest statement on this matter, Pope John Paul II, using his full authority as the successor 
of Peter, states categorically that the Church cannot — not will not, but cannot — ordain women, now or in the fu-
ture. The Catechism of the Catholic Church sets it out clearly, quoting the decree Inter insigniores:  
Only a baptized man (vir) receives sacred ordination. The Lord Jesus chose men (viri) to form the college of the 
twelve apostles, and the apostles did the same when they chose collaborators to succeed them in their ministry. 
The college of bishops, with whom the priests are united in the priesthood, makes the college of the twelve an ever-
present and ever-active reality until Christ’s return. The Church recognizes herself to be bound by this choice made 
by the Lord Himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.  
 We need to understand that Christians believe God to be the essence of divine omnipotence. To put it 
crudely, He doesn’t make mistakes. When He became Incarnate as a human being, He did so at a precise and ex-
act moment in human history, which has been planned from all eternity. From the beginning, God had chosen that 
there would be a Jewish people, among whom His divine Son would be born. Their own priestly traditions would 
form part of the background and culture which would help them — and others — to see and know Him. Every detail 
about the Incarnation was known in the mind of God. He was born into the fullness of time.  
 He didn’t say: “Oops, sorry — I made a terrible mistake! I should have been born into the latter half of the 
twentieth century, so as to have benefited from the We are Church movement in Germany, or the feminist workshop 
sessions of America, or the Equal Opportunities legislation in Britain.” On the contrary, He was and remains omnipo-
tent. He knew exactly what He was doing.  
 It is worth pointing out that, in choosing His apostles, Christ was not awarding them the priesthood as a re-
ward for good behavior: courage, intelligence, or skill. On the contrary. One — the rock on which the Church was to 
be founded — denied Him, another doubted His Resurrection, and one even betrayed Him. The priesthood is not a 
badge of good-conduct (although, like eleven out of the first twelve, millions of Christ’s priests down the centuries 
have led heroic and noble lives). Rather, just as bread and wine are the essential “matter” of the Eucharist, so are 
men the “matter” of the priesthood.  



MASS INTENTIONS FOR  July 20 - 26, 2009                                                 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
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07/20 
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07/23 
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07/26 

08:00 AM 
08:00 AM 
08:00 AM 
08:00 AM 
08:00 AM 
04:30 PM 
09:00 AM 
11:00 AM 

Fred M. Weakland,  M/M Richard Trabold 
Alice Basal, Gisela Thompson 
Frances Kasun, Carol & Dave Riley 
Don Shuma, Eric King 
Liv/Dec of St. Stanislaus Kostka Aux., Ladies Auxiliary 
Liv/Dec of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
Liv/Dec of the Seymore Family, Family 
Rita Raichle, Kate Burr Family 

Apollinaris, bishop, martyr 
Lawrence of Brindisi, pr., doc. 
Mary Magdalene 
Bridget of Sweden, religious 
Sharbel Makhluf, priest 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

MONEY MATTERS 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 12) 
 235 People Celebrated Liturgy at O.L.F. contributing $2,267.12 of which $ 249.00 accounted for “loose.” 
# Envelopes In Circulation  236   # Used    109    # Unused     127 
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Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12” HOAGIE SALE      $5.00  
Wednesday July 22nd  

 
Pick up from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

All orders must be received  Monday, July 20th by 12:00 Noon 

  Meet and Greet 
and  

Celebrate Mass 
with 

Bishop Joseph V. Adamac 
O.L.F.  4:30 Mass 

Saturday, July 25, 2009 
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