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September 24, 2023

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
2010 12t Avenue
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org
Rectory Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 PM.

Parish Office: 814-942-0371
or call the Cathedral Office at 944-4603.

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator

Parish Secretary
Paula Hall

Director of Music Ministry
Cathy McFee

Eucharist: Sunday: 11:30 AM
Holy Days: 5:30 PM
Holy Communion for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at
Our Lady of Fatima.

Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be
held at the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacra-
ment of healing may call the Cathedral Parish
Office to make arrangements. 814-944-4603
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF
THE MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCHES OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO
THE GREAT IN 1995.

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
Paula Clemens, Secretary
PH: 814-944-4603
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603
Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick
and Grieving - 944-4603
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Holy Trinity Eldorado (Pre-K thru Grade 5) 814-381-7011
Holy Trinity Fairview (Pre-K thru Grade 5) 814-942-7835

Director of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317

Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation

First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603
Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 12:00 PM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM Saturday: 12:00 PM
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
5:00 PM

THE FATIMA TOWERS



OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS
11:30 A.M.
Today, September 24, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Colleen Douglass (Mr. & Mrs. John Horon)

Next Sunday, October 1, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fr. Paul Robine (Tim & Colleen Sheehan)

Cathedral Mass Intentions
September 24, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM +Ed and Ann Flanagan (Ken & Carol McGeary)
10:00 AM +Freddie Martynuska (Paul & Emma Kowalski)
5:00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People

September 25, Monday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Betty Capouellez, Birth. (Family)

September 26, Tuesday, Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs
12:00 PM +Alfred Rutolo, Birth. (Family)

September 27, Wednesday, St. Vincent dePaul , Priest
12:00 PM +Bernie Plunket, Birth. (Bob & Cathy Chirdon)

September 28, Thursday, St. Wenceslaus, Martyr
12:00 PM +Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous)

September 29, Friday, Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael,
Archangels
12:00 PM +Ernie Tomassetti (Wife)

September 30, Saturday, St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor
12:00 PM +Orvita Knott (Joe & Dan Angeski & Marcy
Yurinko)

Vigil: Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 PM +Edgar A. Johnston, Anniv. (Mother)

October 1, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM +Debbie Sadler (Linda Kutz)

10:00 AM +Amelia Seiler (Greg & Kathy Clemens)
5:00 PM +Pro Popolo/For the People

There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.

TABERNACLE
CANDLE
For the month of September,
the sanctuary candle in front of the
tabernacle is being lit for the inten-

Thank you.

tions of Rick Summers by his family.

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and ending with the first.”” - Mt 20:1, 8

Exearpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001, 1995 1970 CCO. GLPL

Readings for the week of September 24,
2023

Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18

(18a)/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a

Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2¢d-3, 4-
5, 6/Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-2, 3

_4ab, 4¢d-5/Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7
-8/Lk 9:1-6

Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a
and 9b/Lk 9:7-9

Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/

Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5/Jn 1:47-51

Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-
12ab, 13/Lk 9:43b-45

Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
(6a)/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32

Thank You Very Much
Your prayers, volunteer-
ism, and financial support
are deeply appreciated.
The contributions for
Sunday, September 17,
were $1,117.60. Thank
you.




GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOUR-
AGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING
OF SCRIPTURE

Rtember 24,2023
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Once I gave my three-year-old niece a certain toy
for Christmas. When she opened it, she was hap-
py. Shortly thereafter her five-year old sister
opened another present from me: the same toy,
along with some play jewelry. The three-year-old
cried out: “That’s not fair! Why’d she get the
jewelry, too?!”

Let’s face it: there’s something about God’s
grace in our religion which bugs us. We love to
look at others’ blessings and cry out: “That’s not
fair!” Catholicism is not fair in the sense that it is
a religion founded on God’s grace which is un-
merited favor. God pours his mercy, love, and
divine life upon us not because we’re good but

because He is infinitely good.

If you think the “not fair” quality of grace is easy
to accept, consider how typically angry we get
when we hear the parable of the workers who get
paid way more than they deserve. The hyper-
generous landowner says to the indignant hard
workers, “Are you envious because I am gener-
ous?” Well, yes, they are, and so are we! There-
fore, we have to reckon with this painful truth in
order to move into the divine sphere of gifts,
which is the world of Christ and his Church.
Then we are able to move beyond a tit-for-tat
world and into one where gifts are poured forth
on those who don’t deserve it — namely, upon
us. — Father John Muir, OLPi

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Meetings/sessions will be held for parents with
children preparing for their First Reconciliation
on Tuesdays, October 3 and November 7, from
6:30-8:00 P.M. in the Cathedral basement. A par-
ent must accompany your child to the meetings.
A copy of your child’s baptism certificate is re-
quired. First Reconciliation will take place on
Wednesday, December 20, at 6 P.M. Please con-
tact Chris Laraia (814-312-7317 or
claraia@dioceseaj.org) if you are unable to at-
tend so that make up work can be assigned.
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Boscov’s-Friends Helping Friends

Our parish is participating in the annual Friends
Helping Friends event that will take place on
Wednesday, October 18, from 8 AM to 11 PM. If
you purchase a one-day shopping pass for $5.00
supporters get 25% off their lowest sale prices
(exclusions apply). Our parish keeps 100% of the
$5.00 shopping pass donation.

Catholic
Ministries
Drive

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

The 2023 Catholic Ministries Drive target
for Our Lady of Fatima Parish is $9,224. The
target is calculated as 10% of our regular offer-
tory averaged over the previous three years
(2020-2022). The CMD supports programs and
services beyond the resources of any single par-
ish.

Thank you for helping our parish hit this
year’s target. $9.400 or 100.1% of our goal
has been pledged or donated from 33 parish-
ioners.

“We must continue to do good,
even though people of the world
may criticize us.”

A
R
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| St. Vincent de Paul (VI1:105)



PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Invitation to the Vineyard

I have been working since I was 17, and in that time, I've encountered my fair share of bosses who don’t like being, well,

fair.

There was the retail gig that paid me less than the official minimum wage because I was a minor and scheduled me for long
shifts because it meant cheaper labor. There was the restaurant manager who tried to convince me to leave seventh period
carly so I could waitress on a busy dinner shift (totally illegal, by the way). There was the unpaid internship with the editor

who had no sense of work/life balance.

Our resumes are all full of these experiences — it’s capitalism, after all. It conditions us to look out for ourselves, because
we know no one else will. And it breeds an attitude of suspicion that often blooms into jealousy when we encounter the

reckless mercy of God.

Most of us work hard for what we have in this life, and so we make the mistake of thinking we deserve the good things that
come our way. That’s all right and good when we’re talking about a just wage. But sometimes we get our lines blurred and
we begin to think we deserve, or have done something to earn, the salvation offered by Christ.

I am not the laborer who has borne the heat of long hours in the sun. I am the straggler, the lost one, the idler at the market-

place as the day draws to a close.

“As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways, and my thoughts above your

thoughts.” — Isaiah 55:9 ©OLPi

Catholic Vs. Protestant Bibles

Question:

Why are Catholic and Protestant Bibles different?
Answer:

Since the earliest days of the Church, Christians
used a Greek translation of the Old Testament
known as the Septuagint. This collection of the
texts of the Hebrew Scriptures included 46 books.
At the time of the Protestant Reformation in the
1500s, the Protestant reformers began to create
their own translations of the Bible (into local lan-
guages) and some began to question why the Jew-
ish Scriptures would have included texts that were
written in Greek, because, they assumed, the only
valid Jewish Scriptures would have been written in
Hebrew. And so, they decided to remove seven
books from the Old Testament: Baruch, Sirach, 1
and 2 Maccabees, Tobit, Judith and Wisdom (as
well as portions of the Books of Daniel and Es-
ther). This means that the Protestant Old Testament
only includes 39 books, while Catholic Bibles con-
tinue to include those original 46 books. Both
Catholic and Protestant Bibles include 27 books
and letters in the New Testament.

©OLPi

St. Jerome
Question:
Who is St. Jerome and why is he so significant that we
honored him with a feast on September 30?

Answer:

St. Jerome (345-420) was considered the greatest bib-
lical scholar of his day, conversant with Latin, Greek,
and Hebrew. He set about translating the books of the
Bible from their original languages into Latin.

Much of Jerome’s correspondence has survived and
gives us a powerful glimpse into the kind of person
that he was, as well as the time in which he lived. Je-
rome eventually became Pope Damasus’ (366-384)
personal secretary. In the West, Latin was overtaking
Greek as the language of the common people. The
pope desired a translation of the Bible that would be
accurately translated from the original languages into
the language and idiom of the people. Previous Latin
translations existed, but they were poor in quality.

Jerome set about this task and spent the rest of his life
meticulously translating. He is credited with the trans-
lation of the Bible known as the Vulgate, a Latin trans-
lation intended to address the needs of the common
people. That translation became the standard and the
only one used by Catholics until modern times. Catho-
lics did not actively engage in a similar process until
1943, when Pius XI1I allowed Catholic scholars once
again to go back to the original languages and translate
an accurate and meticulous version of the Bible. We
carry on that tradition to this very day. ©LPi



