
Fatima Mirror 
A weekly publication for the education and edification of parishioners and friends of Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown in Altoona, Pennsylvania. Most Reverend 
Joseph V. Adamec, D.D. is the diocesan bishop.  Father J.D. Zatalava, M.Div. is the pastor.  Parishioners 
worship in the church building named after Saint Leo the Great, 2000 12th Ave. 16601.    

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time                September 12-13, 2009  

The Fatima Apparition of September 13, 1917  
Despite the ridicule and jokes of the secular, atheistic press, more than 30,000 people 
gathered in the Cova for the September apparition. Whether drawn by devotion or cu-
riosity, they prayed the rosary while awaiting the arrival of the visionaries and their vi-
sion. When at least the time came they could hear Lucia say, "What do you want of 
me?"  And Mary said, “Continue the Rosary, my children. Say it every day that  war 
may end. 

Lest we forget  911 



 

 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time                September 12-13, 2009  

On Death by Saint John Vianney 
  A day will come, perhaps it is not far off, when we must bid adieu to life, 
adieu to the world, adieu to our relations, adieu to our friends. When shall we return, 
my children? Never. We appear upon this earth, we disappear, and we return no 
more; our poor body, that we take such care of, goes away into dust, and our soul, 
all trembling, goes to appear before the good God. When we quit this world, where 
we shall appear no more, when our last breath of life escapes, and we say our last 
adieu, we shall wish to have passed our life in solitude, in the depths of a desert, far 
from the world and its pleasures. We have these examples of repentance before our 
eyes every day, my children, and we remain always the same. We pass our life gaily, without ever troubling 
ourselves about eternity. By our indifference to the service of the good God, one would think we were 
never going to die.  
 See, my children, some people pass their whole life without thinking of death. It comes, and behold! 
they have nothing; faith, hope, and love, all are already dead within them. When death shall come upon us, 
of what use will three-quarters of our life have been to us? With what are we occupied the greatest part of 
our time? Are we thinking of the good God, of our salvation, of our soul? O my children! what folly is the 
world! We come into it, we go out of it, without knowing why. The good God places us in it to serve Him, to 
try if we will love Him and be faithful to His law; and after this short moment of trial, He promises us a rec-
ompense. Is it not just that He should reward the faithful servant and punish the wicked one? Should the 
Trappist, who has passed his life in lamenting and weeping over his sins, be treated the same as the bad 
Christian, who has lived in abundance in the midst of all the enjoyments of life? No; certainly not. We are 
on earth not to enjoy its pleasures, but to labor for our salvation.  
 Let us prepare ourselves for death; we have not a minute to lose: it will come upon us at the mo-
ment when we least expect it; it will take us by surprise. Look at the saints, my children, who were pure; 
they were always trembling, they pined away with fear; and we, who so often offend the good God--we 
have no fears. Life is given us that we may learn to die well, and we never think of it. We occupy ourselves 
with everything else. The idea of it often occurs to us, and we always reject it; we put it off to the last mo-
ment. O my children! this last moment, how much it is to be feared! Yet the good God does not wish us to 
despair; He shows us the good thief, touched with repentance, dying near Him on the cross; but he is the 
only one; and then see, he dies near the good God. Can we hope to be near Him at our last moment--we 
who have been far from Him all our life? What have we done to deserve that favour? A great deal of evil, 
and no good.   
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR September 14 - 20, 2009 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time                September 12-13, 2009  

O.L.F. Spaghetti Dinner Take Out 
Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Dinners Include:    
A handsome portion of spaghetti with sauce 

Two meatballs 
Salad and a T- roll 

Still Only $5.00 Per Serving 
(Additional sauce available for $.50) 

 

 
Pickup at Rectory between 4 to 6 PM 

 
To order please call 942-0371 

All phone orders must be received no later than Mon, Sept 21, by Noon 

 There was once a good Trappist Father, who was trembling all over at perceiving the approach of 
death. Someone said to him, "Father, of what then are you afraid?" "Of the judgment of God," he said. "Ah! 
if you dread the judgment--you who have done so much penance, you who love God so much, who have 
been so long preparing for death--what will become of me?" See, my children, to die well we must live well; 
to live well, we must seriously examine ourselves: every evening think over what we have done during the 
day; at the end of each week review what we have done during the week; at the end of each month review 
what we have done during the month; at the end of the year, what we have done during the year. By this 
means, my children, we cannot fail to correct ourselves, and to become fervent Christians in a short time. 
Then, when death comes, we are quite ready; we are happy to go to Heaven. 

MONEY MATTERS 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 6) 
 248  people Celebrated Liturgy at O.L.F. contributing $2,390.95 of which $ 218.00 accounted for “loose” cash. 
# Envelopes In Circulation    235      # Used      108        # Unused   127     
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