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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Our Lady of Fatima

Come, let us bow down in
worship;

let us kneel before the LORD
who made us.
— Psalm 95:6

A Our Lady of Fatima Parish

2010 12 Avenue y
T www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org /-;
I Rectory Office Hours: A

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM |~

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule <™
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days: 6:00PM
Rosary: 10:05 AM - Rosary: 5:40 PM

A Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator

Very Reverend Alan E. Thomas, VG

Parish Secretary
Carol Z. Smith

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held
at Our Lady of Fatima.

the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to
make arrangements. 944-4603

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995.

E Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at

Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary
before Sunday Mass and
privately from g9:00 am to 6:00 pm daily.

Q coze (2/ gy
Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Very Rev. Alan E. Thomas, VG, Administrator
PH: 814-742-7075, Allison, Secretary

1l Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar

Parish Offce: 814-942-0371 s

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

" Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick

and Grieving - 944-4603

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Directors of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317
Jean Koury - 9 thru 12 - 949-2777
Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation
First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603

Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 6:45 AM
8:00 AM 8:00 AM 12:00 Noon
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon 5:30 PM
5:00 PM

8:00 AM
12:00 Noon

Saturday :



October 6, 2019 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

A LITTLE FAITH

Today our readings are about faith, frustration, and how much is enough. Habakkuk is a complainer having an
argument with God. Timothy is encouraging a community challenged by cowardice and the apostles want more faith
than they have. Things aren’t happening fast enough for any of them or for us. All of them and we want God to do some-
thing sooner rather than later and we want God to give us a reason to believe that it will all work out. What does God do?
God puts it back on them—and us—telling Habakkuk to describe the world he wants; telling the apostles to do more than
the expected. Doing more with less is a familiar phrase today and a reminder that a little faith may be enough even for
the most difficult times.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Sometimes human relationships go awry, but Christ’'s choice for usis irrevocable. In marriage celebrations,
the Church always recalls God’s faithfulness to help prepare married couples for enduring the inevitable rough spots.
The Byzantine liturgy does this by adorning the couple with crowns that remind them of the martyr’s crown. The couple
therefore takes on a vocation of witnessing to the sacredness of life in all of its suffering and joy, and of keeping their
eyes fixed on the banquet of heaven.

In Eastern theology, people have a liturgical vocation to give God praise, and marriage fits within that plan. It is not
so much saying prayers that counts, but becoming prayer. Interestingly, in this liturgy the couple never utters a word
other than joining in the community’s chants; there are no marriage vows as such. There is therefore not a hint of our
Western Christian sense that marriage is a legal contract. Rather, it is all about living out one’s baptismal vocation, em-
bracing the cross, pouring oneself out in love, and opening to the grace of the Holy Spirit.

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

OPTIMISM
A cheerful frame of mind that enables a tea kettle to sing though in hot water up to its nose.

—Anonymous

SPEAKING OF GOD
Almost everything said of God is unworthy, for the very reason that it is capable of being said.

—St. Gregory the Great

LIVING A FAITH
'Tis not the dying for a faith that’s so hard—every man of every nation has done that—’tis the living up to it that’s
difficult.

—William Makepeace Thackeray

Respect for life

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Catholic Social Teaching is rooted in a belief in the inherent dignity of the human person and the sanctity of all life. Made
in the image and likeness of God, the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society and stands at the
heart of the Church’s understanding of justice. As Catholics, we also believe in a consistent ethic of life, which extends
from conception to natural death. Capital punishment contradicts this ethic. By allowing the state to end a life before
natural death, the death penalty does not conform toour pro-life teaching.Not only does the death penalty violate the
sanctity of human life, it also threatens innocent life. Despite our best efforts, our criminal justice system imperfect.
According to a 2014 study, an estimated 4% of those sentenced to death in the U.S. are actually innocent. More than 165
people have been exonerated from death row since 1973. Put another way, for every nine people who have been
executed since the death penalty was reinstated in 1976, one has been proven innocent.

Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable I The death penalty not only violates our call to uphold the life
and dignity of the human person, but also stands in opposition to our call to care for the vulnerable in our midst. Society
is to be judged by how we care for the most vulnerable among us. While each human person has dignity and value,
the marginalized among us demand special attention. When it comes to the death penalty, we must ask ourselves: who
are we executing? More than half of the people on death row in this country are people of color. Black or Latino
defendants are significantly more likely to get the death penalty than their white counterparts. Additionally, the race of
the victim of a crime is a major predictor for whether a trial will result in a death sentence. Nationally, almost half (47%)
of all murder victims since the 1970s have been black. Yet, for cases ending in a death sentence, only 17% of murder
victims have been black. Even more unsettling is the fact that at least 60% of the more than 165 people exonerated from
death row since 1973 are either black or Latino. The death penalty unjustly targets people of color and denies our
responsibility to vulnerable populations. Looking for ways to become an advocate for ALL life? (continued on last page)




Respect for Life (continued) Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable Il The right to a fair trial is one of the foundations of our
justice system, yet it often proves meaningless to the poor and vulnerable in our midst. Nearly all inmates currently on
death row in the United States were unable to afford their own attorneys at the times of their trials. Instead, they were
assigned court-appointed attorneys, who often lack the experience necessary for capital cases and are overworked and
underpaid. This combination of factors often results in poorly-handled cases where mitigating factors (e.g. intellectual
disability or severe mental iliness) and tools like DNA evidence are never mentioned at trial. It is not uncommon for
individuals with intellectual disability or severe mental illness to go undiagnosed and untreated, particularly if those
individuals are living in poverty. Such conditions elevate the likelihood of these individuals receiving death sentences in
capital cases, as well as compounding their risk of wrongful conviction. They are also more likely to of severe mental
iliness, intellectual disability, brain damage, or severe trauma. The death penalty denies our responsibility to care for this
often poor and vulnerable population.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation | We encounter God in our encounters with one another. How
we organize our society —in economics, politics, law, and policy — directly affects human dignity and the capacity of
individuals to grow in community. All people have a right and a duty to participate in society, and we are all responsible
for working together as one for the common good and well-being of all. The death penalty, on the other hand, sacrifices
the good of the community to serve the needs of vengeance and retribution. Over 85% of the nation’s top criminologists
believe the death penalty is not a deterrent to violent crime. In fact, in many states where the death penalty has been
aholished, the murder rate has dropped significantly. Many law enforcement officials agree that the death penalty does
not serve as a deterrent and only serves to redirect vital resources away from addressing the real root causes of
crime. What's more, studies conducted by more than a dozen states have found that death penalty cases are up to 10
times more expensive than non-capital cases. These taxpayer dollars would be much better spent attending to the needs
of crime victims and addressing the system issues that lead people to commit crimes in the first place. The death
penalty does not make society safer or stronger; it must end.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation Il The death penalty denies our call to foster communities of
mercy and justice. Roughly 2% of U.S. counties have produced the majority of all executions imposed since 1976 (52%),
as well as inmates awaiting execution on death row (56%). In 2017, just four states (Texas, Arkansas, Florida, and
Alabama) carried out74% of the 23 executions held that year. The determination of a death sentence can be as arbitrary
as the county in which you commit a crime. The death penalty has been equated to a geographical lottery. As a part of
our system of law, the death penalty is something we, as community members, must work to end. The principle of
subsidiarity reminds us that functions of government should be performed at the lowest level possible, as long as they
can be performed adequately. Catholic Social Teaching calls us all to take active and responsible participation in the way
our communities function. The laws, systems, and processes of government should reflect our call to live justly and
uphold the dignity of all people. It is our responsibility to speak out for the inherent value of all life to our elected officials
and demand an end to the death penalty.

Solidarity We are one human family — whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences —
and are called to be our sisters’ and brothers’ keepers. This means that no matter what wrongs a person may commit or
what experiences their lives bring, we are called to live in a pursuit of justice and peace. The death penalty denies our
call to solidarity by ignoring the pain and harm caused by violence. The necessarily long, complex death penalty trial
process too often forces the families of murder victims to relive their trauma and pain. This costly process diverts
money and resources away from the much-needed services for victims’ families. For many victims' families, the taking of
another life is not the answer: “Pursuing the death penalty would not be the way we would want to honor our daughter’s
life, nor would that decision have helped us deal with the painful reminders of her unfulfilled hopes and dreams,” said
Vicki Schieber, whose daughter Shannon was murdered in 1998. Vicki has since become a outspoken opponent of the
death penalty, even advocating against capital punishment in her daughter's case. As Catholics, we are called to care for
these victims' families, to bear witness to their experiences, and allow them to heal from the harm they have
experienced. For more information please visit: catholicsmobilizing.orgEducate.Advocate.Pray.
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