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Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa 16601 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 

Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 
 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretaries Assistant 
     Ellen Kelly 

 
Eucharist for the home bound weekly 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  
 

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 
Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                          
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

 Our Lady of Fatima                             
Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

daily. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org 
Rectory Office Hours: 

    Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

             Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

      Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days:  6:00PM 

    Rosary: 10:05 AM  - Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       

   Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    

 Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 
 

Parish Secretary 
Carol Z. Smith  

 
Eucharist for the home bound - weekly: 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.  
  

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 
at Our Lady of Fatima.   

       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 
  
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE 
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

          Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar 
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

             HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school 

Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011 
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112 

Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835              

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org – 944-4014 
Directors of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 
Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 
Director of Music Ministry 
   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 
     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 
     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                       
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

  Our Lady of Fatima   
       Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm daily. 

 

 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in O.T. 
October 21, 2018 

Through his suffering, my 
servant shall justify many. 
 
— Isaiah 53:11b 

 

St. John of Capristano 

Feast October 23,1456 



Saint John of Capistrano 
(St Jean de Capistran) 
Feast October 23, 1456  

Saint John of Capistrano replied: “I had never thought about embracing such a life; still, if God so will it, I will 
obey.”   
At a great price he now obtained his freedom and begged for admission at the convent of the Franciscans in 
Perugia. After a rigorous trial of his humility, he received the holy habit on October 4, 1416. From the very first 
he was earnestly minded to put off the old man and to put on the new one in justice and holiness. Because of 
the extraordinary circumstances surrounding his call to the   religious life, he   was frequently subjected to 
severe trials; but his virtue and divine calling always shone forth with increased brilliance.   
Rigorous mortification, perfect obedience, and a fervent devotion to the bitter Passion of Christ distinguished 
him among his brethren. Saint John of Capistrano was also a   devout client   of our  Blessed Lady, and felt 
certain that without her assistance it would not be possible for him to obtain the palm of victory.   
When he began the study of theology under St Bernardine of Siena shortly after he had pronounced his vows, 
it seemed as if he acquired this holy science more though divine inspiration than through human reflection, so 
that his saintly master once said: “John achieves more in his sleep than others who study day and night.”   
St James of the March was one of his fellow students. It appears that God caused to be brought together these 
three great men, who were   faithfully to join   their forces  throughout  their   lives to   promote the   perfect 
observance of the rule in the order, as well as to combat the immorality of that time. Capistrano was destined, 
however, to be the most conspicuous hero in this fight.   
While still a deacon, Saint John of Capistrano was sent out to preach in 1420; but not until 1425 did he begin 
his apostolic ministry. He began in Italy by taking up the struggle against vice. His former position in the world 
made him acquainted with the enormity of the evil, against which he now rose like another Elias. His burning 
words, his ardent zeal, and the holiness of his life caused veritable miracles of conversion. People came from 
every side to hear him; soon no church was large enough to accommodate the crowds.  
Sometimes 50,000, 80,000, and even more than 100,000 persons would gather about his pulpit in public 
squares and broad fields to listen to his sermons. His very appearance touched their hearts.   
The holy orator could portray the glories of God and His justice, the depravity of vice and the beauty of virtue, 
the passion of Christ, the power of the name of Jesus, and the charity of our Blessed Lady so marvelously that 
the most hardened sinners were converted, while apostates and unbelievers turned to God and the Church. 
His presence was requested everywhere,   and he was received   like an angel   from heaven. But amid the 
demonstrations of honor, the servant of God would always say: “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Thy name 
give glory.”   
The pope once entrusted Saint John of Capistrano with the mission against a certain heretical sect, and the 
eminent success of his labor caused him thereafter to be sent by Popes Martin V, Eugene IV, Nicholas V, and 
Callistus III as apostolic nuncio to northern and southern Italy, to Sicily, and other countries, to preach against 
the enemies of the Church.   
The last five years of his active life were devoted to missionary labors in Germany. Emperor Frederick III 
begged the Holy Father in 1451 to send   the renowned missionary to him to put a check on the scandalous 
advances of the heretical Hussites. Saint John of Capistrano wended his way through Carinthia and Styria to 
Vienna. From there his progress led him to Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, Bavaria, and Thuringia; and then back 
again to Poland, Transylvania, and Russia.   
The most astonishing miracles   confirmed his words. Saint   John of Capistrano   cured innumerable   sick 
persons, raised dead people to life again, and with only his mantle spread upon the waters, crossed rivers with 
several companions. Seeing these prodigies, some   of the most   obdurate   heretics were  converted, and 
hundreds of young people asked for admission into the order.   

Continued on inside back cover... 



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION  
 As election campaigns move into high gear,   sometimes   the phrase  “the Catholic vote” is heard. It’s an 
interesting concept, since Catholics started out in this country as a very fragile group: fewer than forty thousand 
of us at the time of the first census in 1790, and only   about 2 percent   of the population   by 1830. It was a 
priestless church for all intents and purposes, lay-led clusters of Catholics waiting patiently for the occasional 
visit of a priest, sustained by gathering when they could on Sunday for  devotional prayer like litanies and the 
rosary. They tried to hold on to their ancestral faith as best they could. Archbishop Jean-Louis Cheverus told one 
family in Maine to “every day say your prayers on your knees with affection, and every Sunday gather to hear the 
Gospel, to pray in common, and to quiz the children on the catechism.”  
 Inevitably, some became Protestant, but many more stayed Catholic from generation to generation, with 
very little encouragement or sacramental ministry from the clergy. Archbishop John Carroll, the first American 
bishop, tried to make Church law flexible: shortening the length of the fast before Communion, easing the 
Lenten fast, and even relaxing   the rule of   Sabbath rest  at harvest time. Catholicism in England had been 
quietly sustained in this way for two centuries, and the   first American  Catholics   carried on   as had their 
ancestors, providing a fertile soil for the unprecedented success and phenomenal growth of the Church in our 
country. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

  
 
 

 
 

OUR LADY URGES US TO PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY FOR  
 

PEACE AND OFFER   
 

SACRIFICES BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE!  

Cont’d from pg 2…     St. John of Capistrano 
 

During this mission against the enemies of the Church at home, great dangers arose abroad, threatening 
Christendom itself. Mohammed II had captured Constantinople in 1453, and was determined to force all the 
Christians in the West to submit to Mohammedanism.   
Saint John of Capistrano's first objective at this time was Germany. He had already reached Hungary and was 
advancing on the fortress of Belgrade. There seemed to be little chance of saving it; the only hope of salvation 
seemed to lie in the hands of Saint John Capistrano. He would have to rouse the princes and the people to a 
crusade against the Turks. Pope Callistus III proclaimed the crusade and appointed Capistrano to preach it.   
Although Saint John of Capistrano was now seventy years of age, and so reduced by labor and austerity that 
he seemed to be nothing but skin and bone, the saint rushed, like the flying messenger of Christ that he was, 
about Germany and Hungary, summoning volunteers for the war against the enemy of the Christian name. 
With the troops he had assembled, he then hastened to Belgrade to aid the gallant warrior John Hunyadi. An 
army of several thousand Turks was encamped before the fortress, but Capistrano did not allow that to 
frighten him. Filled with confidence in the holy name of Jesus, which was given the soldiers as their standard, 
and holding aloft the cross with the banner on which was inscribed the holy name, while frequently calling on 
the holy name with a loud voice, he led the troops against the enemies, who were at least ten times stronger 
than the   Christians. But the   power of the   Lord of Hosts   and the  efficacy of the holy   name were to be 
marvelously manifested. More Turks were slain in the attack by the enthusiastic warriors of Christ than the 
number of the Christian soldiers, and the rest fled in panic. Once more Christian Europe was saved.   
This glorious victory   on the feast of St. Mary   Magdalen in 1456 was   destined to be   the crown of John’s 
activities. Saint John of   Capistrano fell ill soon  afterwards, and died in the Franciscan convent of Illok in 
Hungary on October twenty-third. Glorified by God after his   death with   numerous miracles, Saint John of 
Capistrano was canonized by Pope Alexander VIII in 1690.  

from: The Franciscan Book Of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM 
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