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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 14, 2021

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
2010 12t Avenue
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org
Rectory Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P M.

Parish Office: 814-942-0371
or call the Cathedral Office at 944-4603.

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator

Parish Secretary
Paula Hall

Director of Music Ministry
Cathy McFee

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be
held at Our Lady of Fatima.

Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be
held at the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacra-
ment of healing may call the Cathedral Par-
ish Office to make arrangements. 814-944-
4603

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF
THE MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCHES OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO
THE GREAT IN 1995.

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
PH: 814-944-4603

Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick
and Grieving - 944-4603
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Directors of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317
Jean Koury - 9 thru 12 - 949-2777
Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation
First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation
Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603
Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 6:45 AM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM 12:00 Noon
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon 5:30 PM Saturday : 8:00 AM
5:00 PM 12:00 Noon

THE FATIMA TOWERS


http://www.bishopguifoyle.org�

OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS

Today, Sunday, March 14, Fourth Sunday of Lent
Bebe Miliron (Paul Kowalski)
Next Sunday, March 21, Fifth Sunday of Lent
Tom Byme (Wife and Children)

Cathedral Mass Intentions
March 14, Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM Eric Hockenberry, Birthday (Family)
10:00 AM +Sr. Beverly Hmel, Birthday (Sam & Judy Kokolis)
Noon PM + Angeline Mangiacarne, Birhtday (Famiy)
5:.00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People

March 15, Monday, Lenten Weekday
6:45 AM +David A. Baronner (Kevin & Jane Byrne)
12:00 PM +Rose Ciavarella (Linda Kutz)

March 16, Tuesday, Lenten Weekday
6:45 AM +Joseph Knott, Jr. (Cindy & Larry Neveling)
12:00 PM +Amelia Seiler (Sr. Paula & Sr. Pauline)

March 17, Wednesday, St. Patrick
6:45 AM +Deceased Parishioners of Irish Descent
(McNelis All Stars)
12:00 PM +Gina Laird (Maureen & Mary Gene Vogel)

March 18, Thursday, St. Cyril of Jerusalem
6:45AM  Vocations (Anonymous)
12:00 PM +Jim Davidson (Shelling Family)

March 19, Friday, Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6:45 AM +Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous)
12:00 PM +Deb Capotosti (M/M Joseph Clark)

March 20, Saturday, Lenten Weekday
8:00 AM +Barry Saletnik (Carrie & Clare)
12:00 PM +Thomas & Mary Irwin (Children)

Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
5:00 PM +Chad Dionis, Anniv. (Mom & Dad)

March 21, Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM +Martha Maurer (Dave & Karen Rhoa)
10:00 AM +Patricia Koeck (Mary Ann Hofer)
12:00 PM +Bernardine Garcia (Kathie & Ken Civils)
5:00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People

SANCTUARY CANDLE

The Sanctuary Candle for the month of March has
been donated by the Noel Villadolid Family. Other
months are available for $30.00. Thank you.
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord
are revealed in the exile and liberation of the chosen
people

(2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16:

1b, 6-7, 10-13a.

, if I ever forget
you! (Psalm 137) or Psalm 23.

Second Reading — By grace you have been saved
(Ephesians 2:4-10) or Ephesians 5:8-14.

Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world
might be saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1
-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38].

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;
Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or
Lk 2:41-51a
Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9;
Jn 12:20-33
Thank You

Your prayers, volunteer-

ism, and financial support “Pray the Rosary cvery |
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day, March 7, were May 13, 1917

$1,924.00
Arise Together in Christ
Arise faith-sharing groups
will resume during the
Easter season. If inter-
ested, call Chris Laraia at
814-312-7317 so materials
can be ordered on time.
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HUMAN HISTORY AND DIVINE RESCUE

Today’s reading from Second Chronicles is the conclusion of these two volumes, a brief summary
of Judah’s infidelity under a sequence of kings and the subsequent seventy years of exile in Babylon.
This abbreviated sequence recaps the events treated in earlier chapters, concluding with Jerusalem
being conquered and its inhabitants deported by to Babylon.

After the Babylonians were conquered by Cyrus and the Persians, Cyrus built the great Persian
Empire that covered almost the entire ancient Near East. Unlike the earlier Assyrians and Babylonians,
Cyrus did not rule by deporting and enslaving peoples he defeated. Instead, he organized his empire
into regional governments and funded their construction projects, ruling over all with the title King
of Kings (among others). In this spirit, Cyrus urged the exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their
temple and their native culture. In Jewish terms, Cyrus was a “messiah” (Hebrew), or a christos
(Greek), someone anointed by God to carry out this divine mission.

The return from exile in Babylon was second only to the Exodus from Egypt as a founding narrative
shaping the Jewish identity into which Jesus was born and in which his church took root and began
to grow. If we read between the lines of the two New Testament readings from today, we can see the
outlines of this same pattern of God bringing humanity from sorrow into joy: The Hebrews’ slavery in
Egypt and the Judeans’ exile in Babylonia reveal a universal truth, that we belong to the God who is
“rich in mercy,” and we are assured that “when we were dead in our transgressions,” God “so loved
the world” that he sent Jesus to be the way of our redemption, our salvation.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called “Laetare Sunday,” or “Rejoice! Sunday.” Even if
we feel overwhelmed by the darkness of sin (our own and others’), wondering whether God really
is working on our behalf, we can put our faith in today’s Word that it is so. For this, we can truly
rejoice—we are more than halfway to Easter!

Today’s Readings: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21
© 2021, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 3/14/2021

Our Lady of Fatima’s Catho-
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May the Strength of God pilot us.

presents us with an Opportu— May the Power of God preserve us.
. 3 ay the Wisdom of Ged instruct us.
nlty to prOVIde a message Of May the Hand of God protect us.
hope to the people of our dio- May the Way of God direct us.
. May the Shield of God defend us.
cese. Please be generous in May the Host of God guard us
your SuppOI‘t. Thank you. Against the snares of the evil ones,

Against temptations of the world.
May Christ be with us!

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH ol iy
Blessed Joseph, husband of Mary, be with us this day. Christ be over alll
You protected and cherished the Virgin; loving the M""’L:‘\‘j‘ai:l;i“;"r’;"’d-
Child Jesus as your Son, you rescued Him from the This day, O Lord, and evermore. Amen.

danger of death as a child. Defend the Church, the
household of God, purchased by the Blood of Christ.
Guardian of the Holy Family, be with us in our trials.
May your prayers obtain for us the strength to flee
from error and wrestle with the powers of corruption
so that in life we may grow in holiness and in death
rejoice in the crown of victory. Amen.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be prayed pub-
lically at the Cathedral at 5:30 PM on
Fridays. You are also encouraged to pray
them privately in our church or at the
cathedral at other times.

Ash Wednesday (February 17) was and Good Friday (April
2) will be a day of fast and abstinence. All Fridays of Lent
are days of abstinence. FASTING refers to only one full
meal, with two small meals and no eating otherwise for the
day. ABSTINENCE refers to not eating meat at all during
the day. The Church directs the holy FAST to all those in
their 18th year until their 60th year (Canon 1252). The an-
cient practice of fasting and abstaining can occur through-
out other days in Lent.
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