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Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa 16601 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 
Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 
 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretaries Assistant 
     Ellen Kelly 

 
Eucharist for the home bound weekly 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  
 

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 
Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                          
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

 Our Lady of Fatima                             
Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

daily. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org 
Rectory Office Hours: 

    Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

             Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

      Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days:  6:00PM 

    Rosary: 10:05 AM  - Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       

   Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    

  Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson 
 
 

Parish Secretary 
Carol Z. Smith  

 
Eucharist for the home bound - weekly: 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.  
  

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 5PM  

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 

at Our Lady of Fatima.   
       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 
 
 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE 
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop       
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator 

PH: 814-944-4603 

          Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar 
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

             HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school 

Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011 
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112 

Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835              
 
Directors of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 
Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 
Director of Music Ministry 
   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 
     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 
     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 

Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                         
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 
                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  

 
Cathedral Eucharist: 
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   12:00 Noon 

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                               

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

  Our Lady of Fatima   
       Pleaded that we pray the Holy  
Rosary  before Sunday Mass and  

privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
daily. 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
March 15, 2020 

 
While we were still sinners 
Christ died for us.  
 
— Romans 5:8  
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 
Christians have always imagined initiation as a journey. Saul was on a journey on the Damascus road when he 
was knocked off his feet by an encounter with the Risen Lord. After stumbling, blind, to a Christian household,  

he emerged   days later, baptized and clear-sighted, as Paul. Enlightened, he begins a life so disconnected 
with his former ways that it seems to require a new name. 

 
The custom of acquiring a new name at baptism is thus very old, and is a deeper question than “naming the 
baby”; it is, rather, one of a break with the past and a place in the community. The first Christians mostly kept 
their pagan names, and therefore blended in with their neighbors. Eventually, some people began to name 
their children after Christian virtues or feasts, like “Ephiphanus” for a child born on Epiphany, or “Fides” for 
faith. Later, the names of beloved martyrs or saints began to take hold, as older converts exchanged their birth 
names for the names of admired saints. Today, catechumens may still choose to assume a “Christian name” 
before baptism, and parents are still asked to be mindful of our tradition as they give a name to a child.  

MARCH 19   ST. JOSEPH, THE HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

The Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John tell us everything we know about Joseph, the husband of 
Jesus’ mother, Mary. But the importance of Joseph’s part in God’s plan is first found in the Book of 

Isaiah in the Old Testament. Through the prophet Isaiah, God promises to send a Messiah to save all 
people. The Savior will come from the “house of David,” which means that he will be an ancestor of 

King David. Both Matthew and Luke Gospels tell us that Joseph was from the family of David. 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, we learn that the angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph and told him the child Mary 
would have was from the Holy Spirit. The angel told Joseph to name the child “Jesus,” which means 

“God saves.” 
 

The Gospels tell us that Joseph was a “just” man. That means that he was faithful. He was faithful to 
God and said yes to God’s plan for him to be Mary’s husband and Jesus’ foster father. He was faithful 
to Mary, caring for her while they waited for her baby to be born.  He was faithful to Jesus, protecting 
him when he learned of King Herod’s plan to kill him and, when    the danger passed, helping Mary to 
raise Jesus with love in the small town of Nazareth. We honor Joseph’s faithfulness to God, Mary, and 

Jesus on March 19 each year. We pray that we, too, can be obedient to God’s plan for us. 
 

On May 1, we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the Worker.    Joseph was a carpenter and he taught 
Jesus his trade. Celebrating the work that Joseph did to support his family helps us to remember to 
pray that God watches over all workers and protects them from accidents. We honor St. Joseph the 
Worker when we respect and appreciate all workers. We can also ask God to help unemployed people 
to find satisfying work. 

AVAILABILITY 
God does not ask for our ability or our inability, but our availability. 

 
             —Anonymous 

 
WISDOM 

A wise old owl lived in an oak. The more he saw the less he spoke. 
The less he spoke the more he heard. Why can’t we all be like that wise old bird? 

 
—English nursery rhyme 



During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on numerous 
occasions that a feast day be dedicated to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be celebrated on the 
Sunday after Easter. The liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, concern the institution 
of the Sacrament of Penance,   the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy,   and are thus already suited to the 
request of Our Lord. This Feast, which had already been granted to the nation of Poland and been 
celebrated within  Vatican City, was   granted   to the Universal Church by Pope John Paul II on the 
occasion of the canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000.   In a decree dated 23 May 2000, the 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments stated that "throughout the 
world the Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial invitation 
to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that 
mankind will experience in the years to come." These papal acts represent the highest endorsement 
that the Church can give to a private revelation, an act of  papal  infallibility proclaiming the certain 
sanctity of the mystic, and the granting of a universal feast, as requested by Our Lord to St. Faustina. 
 
 Concerning the Feast of Mercy Jesus said: 
 
 Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be granted complete forgiveness of 
sins and punishment. (Diary 300) 
 I want the image   solemnly  blessed  on the first   Sunday after   Easter,   and I want it to be 
venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it. (Diary 341) 
This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my 
tender mercies. (Diary 420) 
 
 On one occasion,   I heard   these words:   My daughter,   tell   the   whole   world   about My 
Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a   refuge   and shelter   for  all   souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to 
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.* 
[our emphasis] On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace flows are opened. Let no 
soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be 
it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come 
forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate 
My love and mercy throughout eternity.   The Feast   of  Mercy   emerged from   My very depths   of 
tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699) 
 

  

   APRIL 10, 2020                                                      DIVINE MERCY NOVENA 
 
     Our Lady of Fatima  with Msgr.  Stanley B. Carson  will  be hosting  a nine 
day  Novena   to The Divine   Mercy   beginning   on  Good  Friday    at 3:00 
PM and ending on Saturday, April 18th. Included in the Novena will be the 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the recitation of the Divine Mercy   No-
vena, a meditation period, a   homily   by  Msgr.,   confessions will be heard 
each  day as needed and reposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  
     On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19th,  the  image of  the Divine Mercy will 
be on display in the sanctuary for all to venerate from 11:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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