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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Rectory Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM /J

1= "T1

Rosary 10 05 AM - Rosary:

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson

Parish Secretary
Carol Z. Smith

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held
at Our Lady of Fatima.

the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to
make arrangements. 944-4603

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995.

E Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at

Second Sunday of Lent Our Lady of Fatima

March 8, 2020 Pleaded that we pray the HHoly
Christ Jesus . . . destroyed death Rosary before Sunday Mass and
and brought life and immortality privately from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm e ’
to light through the gospel. daily. B‘ﬂ}ainﬂ

A 1—&0117 Lent

— 2 Timothy 1:10b

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603

2010 12th Avenue One Cathedral Square
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org gk Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
PH: 814-944-4603
Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

' Wall Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick

and Grieving - 944-4603

~HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Directors of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317
Jean Koury - 9 thru 12 - 949-2777
Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation
First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603

Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 6:45 AM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM 12:00 Noon
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon 5:30 PM Saturday : 8:00 AM
5:00 PM 12:00 Noon



MARCH 8, 2020 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
CHANGE

Lent is all about change and change is usually not easy. In order to change we have to leave
something behind. Today we hear about a very old man who decides to answer God’s call. Abram
experiences a tremendous amount of change when he leaves everything behind, risking it all for
God’s promise. Jesus changes, is transfigured, right before the eyes of his disciples. The Lenten
scriptures issue the call for us to change, to be transfigured, so that we, too, will soon share in the
glory of God. What is it that the Lord is asking us to leave behind? Are we willing to take the risk for
the promise made by God? These questions are at the heart of the Lenten journey of conversion.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

MARCH 9 SAINT FRANCES OF ROME (1384-1440)

Nature and human nature—plagues and wars—turned late medieval Rome into a living hell,
particularly for the sick and poor. Frances, by birth and marriage well provided for, was a devoted wife
and mother; but like Benedictine Oblates, who to this day “pray and work” while living with their families
and working in the world, she joined like-minded laywomen friends in ministering to society’s most
vulnerable. Frances’ charity was not only “hands on” but “in home.” Her palace became a hospital after
the plague claimed two of her three children. When her husband’s death ended their loving marriage of
forty years, Frances joined other widowed Oblates in community. In an interesting link to the United
States, our nation’s premier religious congregation for women of color, the Oblate Sisters of
Providence, in 1833 established bonds of spiritual communion with these Oblates of Saint Frances in
Rome. Though Black History Month is past, take a moment to learn about the good work that Mother
Lange’s spiritual daughters are doing still and consider supporting them as a Lenten project:
www.oblatesisters.com.

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SHARING

It's easy to halve the potato where there’s love.

—lIrish saying

THE HEAVIEST LOAD

A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest load anyone can carry.

—Anonymous

SPRING WEATHER

In the spring, | have counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.

—Mark Twain

NOTE:

BLESSING OF THE EASTER BASKETS WILL TAKE PLACE ON HOLY SATURDAY AT 11:00 AM



APRIL 10, 2020 DIVINE MERCY NOVENA

Our Lady of Fatima with Msgr. Stanley B. Carson will be hosting a nine day
Novena to The Divine Mercy beginning on Good Friday at 3:00 PM and
ending on Saturday, April 18th. Included in the Novena will be the Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, the recitation of the Divine Mercy Novena, a meditation
period, a homily by Msgr., confessions will be heard each day as needed and
$a reposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19th, the image of the Divine Mercy will be on
display in the sanctuary for all to venerate from 11:30 AM - 5:00 PM.

During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on numerous
occasions that a feast day be dedicated to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be celebrated on the
Sunday after Easter. The liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, concern the institution
of the Sacrament of Penance, the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy, and are thus already suited to the
request of Our Lord. This Feast, which had already been granted to the nation of Poland and been
celebrated within Vatican City, was granted to the Universal Church by Pope John Paul Il on the
occasion of the canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000. In a decree dated 23 May 2000, the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments stated that "throughout the
world the Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial invitation
to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that
mankind will experience in the years to come." These papal acts represent the highest endorsement
that the Church can give to a private revelation, an act of papal infallibility proclaiming the certain
sanctity of the mystic, and the granting of a universal feast, as requested by Our Lord to St. Faustina.

Concerning the Feast of Mercy Jesus said:

Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be granted complete forgiveness of
sins and punishment. (Diary 300)

| want the image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and | want it to be
venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it. (Diary 341)
This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my
tender mercies. (Diary 420)

On one occasion, | heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My
Inconceivable mercy. | desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. | pour out a
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.*
[our emphasis] On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace flows are opened. Let no
soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be
it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come
forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate
My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of
tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will
not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699)
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