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FOUR FACES OF JESUS

Like a prism, the four Gospel portraits of Jesus refract the light of Christ in
a manner that gives each a distinct coloration. The Jesus who emerges is a
more complete image than any single narrative could provide. by Virginia Smith
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he writers of the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke,
and John offer four different—sometimes
intrigming, sometimes perplexing—portraits of
Jesus. Their unique challenge? Portray someone
both human and divine. But how can four diverse
descriptions characterize the same person? Fach
Evangelist chose words and deeds from Jesus’ life
that refated to his particular audience. These audiences
differed dramatically in religious background, cullure, and
cthnic origin.

Which Gospel is most authentic? Which best reflects the
historical Jesus? They all do. Jesus emerges possessing greater
depth, breadth, and height than any single narrative could
provide.

MARK’S HARRIED, HURRIED,
HUMAN JESUS

Mark is the earliest
Evangelist, writing
between AD 65 and
70, shortly after the
persecution of
Christians by Nero.
Possibly because of
the loss of s0 many
leaders, such as Peter
and Paul, Mark
deemed it necessary
to produce a written
record of Jesus.
Christianity’s rapid
spread also suggests
the need for an
organized account
of Jesus’ Life.

Mark was not one of the Twelve. He was likelv not an
evewitness either. This Mark is traditionally associated with
“lohn Mark.” mentioned three limes in the Acts of the Apos-
tles (12:12; 12:25; 15:37). This makes him Barnabas® cousin
{Col 4:10) and a companion of Paul {Acts 12:25). Tradition
has Mark accompanying Peter to Rome. The Big Fisherman
i Peter) was an excellent evewitness source of information
about Jesus.

Mark’s Jesus is in a hurry. Tf Jesus ever sat down,

Mark failed to record it. Mark's drama opens to introduce
a no-holds-harred John the Baptist baptizing Jesus before
his 40-day desert experience—all in the first 13 verses

of chapter 1. By chapter’s end, Jesus has called his first
disciples, performed his first cure {plus two more), and lefl
for Capernaum.

We must take in Mark in a single gulp. Read this Gospel
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in one sitting, and you'll be introduced to a Jesus you may not
earthy, relatable, approachable, and with
whom most of us would be comfortable. Mark’s Jesus is
hemimed in by crowds: “They brought to him all who were ill
or possessed by demons. The whole town was gathered at the
door” {Mk 1:32-33); "He told his disciples to have a boat ready
for him because of the crowd, so that they would not crush

have met before

him™ {Mk 3:9); "[ The] crowd gathered, making it impossible
for them even to eal” (Mk 3:20). "Crowd” or “crowds” is used
38 times in Mark’s Gospel.

In Mark, we meet the most human Jesus, We readily iden-
tify with him because his feelings are obvious. When a leper,
astracized from society, came to Jesus, he boldly reminded
Jesus that he could make him dean. “Moved with pity, [Jesus]
stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, °l do
will it. Be made clean™ (Mk 1:41). But if he softened at the
sight of suffering, lesus turned a flinty eye toward those lacking

compassion, such as the Pharisees who questioned him about
healing on the Sabbath: "Looking around at them with anger
and grieved at their hardness of heart, he said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out and his hand was
restored” (Mk 3:5).

As his earthly life drew near its close, he and his closest
friends wenl to Gethsemane. “He took with him Peter, James,
and John, and began 1o be troubled and distressed. Then
he said to them, "My soul is sorrowful even to death'™ {Mk
14:33-34). Jesus range of emotions endears him to us who
experience the same.

MATTHEW’S NEW MOSES:
JESUS, THE TEACHER

A likely locale for
Matthew’s Gospel is
Antioch, Syria, around
AD 80. Syria was north
of Palestine and had

a sizable Jewish

CHE PRI FROM

population. Using his
audience’s Hebrew
background, Matthew
explains Jesus as the
long-awaited Messiah.
Matthew begins
with a rundown of
lesus’ family tree; the
more llustrious
branches include
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Judah, Ruth, David,
Solomon, and Joseph.
Properly speaking, this



is Jesus’ foster father’s lineage. Matthew makes Joseph the
central figure of his infancy narrative.

Jesus emerges as the new Moses. With Jesus’ birth, Matthew
draws parallels between the Messiah and Moses. Only Matthew
tells how Herod's jealousy forced Joseph and his family into
Egyptian exile. Just a5 Pharaoh feared the Hebrews in Moses™
time, so Herod feared Jesus and his family. Herod's phobia led
to the slaughter of innocent voung bows (Mt 2:16-18), just as
male Hebrew infants were doomed under Pharaoh (Ex 1:15-
221 Jesus, like Moses, is saved and, in duc fime, comes forth,
like Moses, from Egypt.

Gentiles were joining Matthew’s Church. This accounts for
indusion of the Magi, who were certainly gentile (Mt 2:1-12),
and Jesus' comment, “Many will come from the east and the
west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac. and Jacob at the
banquet in the kingdom of heaven™ (Mt 8:11).

Matthew's comparisons to Moses continue in Jesus’ most
famous discourse, the Sermon on the Mount. Placing the
stamp of divinity on Jesus, Matthew situates him above Moses
by having Jesus quote from the Law Moses brought down from
Moant Sinai and expand its meaning by his own authority
from a mountain site of his own: “You have heard that it was
said to your ancestors. . . . But L say to you .. 7 (Mt 5:21-22).

Matthew’s is a thoughtful Gospel, spotlighling a reflective
Jesus. Organized into components, Matthew’s Gospel 1s
referred to as a catechism. The Church has frequently used it in
ils teaching ministry. Here we meet Jesus the teacher, the rabbi,

In five principal areas, Matthew assembles much of what
Jesus said on given topics and makes a single discourse of it
Each is preceded by a narrative section that focuses on the
same theme and is concluded by some variation on the phrase
“When Jesus finished these words” (Mt 7:28: 11:1; 13:53; 19:1).
The fifth and final discourse ends slightly differently: “When
Jesus finished all these words™ (M1 26:1, emphasis added).

The discourses are

* Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:1-7:29);

* Missionary Discourse (Mt 10:1-11:1%;

* Parable Discourse (Mt 13:1-33);

* Church Community Discourse

(Mt 18:1-35); and
* Eschatological {1ast Things)
Discourse (M1 24:1-25:46).

In this Gospel, Jesus is frequently
addressed as “Teacher,” even by his
opponents. Jesus instructs the entire
community as Moses did hefore him,
but he doesn’t go to the mountain to
receive authority; he preaches from
the mountain by his ewn authority.
Where Mark’s Jesus has much to show
us, Matthew’s Jesus has much to zell us.

Which portrait of Jesus best fits
your image of him? Why?

Which portrait of lesus challenges you?
How? Why?

How do you portray the face
of Jesus in your own life?
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LUKE’S COMPASSIONATE,
FORGIVING JESUS

Luke, ke Mark, sought out others in compiling his portrait,
for he was not one of the Twelve nor was he an eyewitness

(Lk 1:1-3). Luke was a Greek who wrote for gentiles. He may
have wrilten in a provinee of modern Greece at about the same
lime as Matthew. Luke was a master writer. His skill helped him
balance a diversity of themes:

1. Women. Women have a prominent role, on a par
with men. Luke often parallels two individuals, male and
female: Mary and Zechariah (Lk 1:5-38); Anna and Simeon
(Lk 2:22-38); the man with the lost sheep and the woman with
the lost coin {Lk 15:1-10).

2. Holy Spirit. The Spirit receives more recognition from
Luke than from any other Evangelist. The Holy Spirit plays an
even larger role in Luke’s Acts of the Apostles.

3. Universal Salvation. Writing for gentiles, Luke notes that
Jesus® salvation is available to everyone, not just Jews: “All flesh
shall see the salvation of God™ {Lk 3:6).

4. Mercy and Forgiveness. Luke’s Jesus is a compassionate
fricnd and advocate for the poor, disabled, public sinners,
and other outcasts. None were ostracized more than Samari-

tans. For nearly a millennium, they'd been viewed as
heretics. Yet Samaritans are heroes in two of
Tesus® parables. Only Luke writes of the
Good Samaritan {Lk 10:29-37) and the
cured Samaritan leper who expresses
gratitude (Lk 17:11-19).
The parable of the Prodigal Son
{Lk 15:11-32) might more aptly he
titled the parable of the Forgiving
Father, for it graphically portrays
God's mercy. The father not only
hopes and prays for his son’s
repentance and return but stands
peering down the road. When he
finally catches sight of him, he runs
to meet him, brushes aside the young



man'’s penitent speech, and calls for a welcome-home party.

As Luke’s Gospel nears its climax, Jesus hangs in agony
from the cross and prays, "Father, forgive them, they know not
what they do” (Lk 23:34). When the man next to him pleads,
“Remember me when you come into your kingdom,” Jesus
replies, " Today you will be with me in Paradise™ (Lk 23:42-43}.
These incidents are recorded only in Luke.

JOHN’S NOBLE, MAJESTIC,
DIVINE JESUS

John's Gospel is like entering
a new world. john presents

a Jesus of great nobility,

who deals with individuals:
Nicodemus (Jn 3:1-21]), the
Samaritan woman [ Jn 4:4-42},
the man born blind

(In 9:1-41), Lazarus

(Jm 11:0-44).

John's Jesus inspires awe
from his opening, wanting his
audience to see Jesus as
divine—coexistent with the
Father: “In the beginning
| reminiscent of the opening of
Genesis] was the Word |Jesus],
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God™
(Jn 1:1). John dearly speaks
of one whose humanity is
undeniable but who possesses
ﬁnDT.hE‘!' grentfr nature:
divinity. The oneness of Jesus
and his Father is a constant. Jesus says to the Pharisess, “You
know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would
know my Father also” (Jn 8:19). And, to Philip, “Whoever has
seen mie has seen the Father” (Tn 14:9).

In John, Jesus is totally in control, even of his death: " lay
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from
me, but T lay it down on my own. [ have power to lay it down,
and power to take it up again” (Jn 10:17-18]). Aware of others’
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thoughts and plans, Jesus sidesteps or challenges them: “Since
Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off to
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain alone™

{Jm 6:15); "Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen
to him, went out and said to them, "Whom are you looking for?’
They answered him, ‘Jesus the Nazorean” He said to them,
‘TAM™ (18:4-5). Here, Jesus proclaims his divinity. The “T AM™
passages remind us of Moses' encounter with God in the burn-
ing bush. When Moses asked who God was, the answer came,
*T am who [ am™ (Ex 3:14).

At his trial, Jesus’ dignity
surfaces again. Pilate says, "Do
vou nol know that [ have
power Lo release vou and 1 have
power to crucify you?” Jesus
answers,  1ou would have no
power over me if it had not
been given to you from abowve”
(Jm 19:10-11). Sublime to the
end, Jesus” final words from the
cross are simply, “1t is finished”
(In 19:30).

WHICH PORTRAIT
DO WE CHOOSE?

All these aspects represent
the same individual. Jesus is
more than any one person can
describe. Each wriler was aware
of those facets of Jesus’ person-
ality, teachings, and deeds that
would draw his community
into deeper faith.

Are these the only portraits that might be drawn? By no
means. All Christians are called to portray the face of Jesus in
our own lives.

Virginia Swith is cofeunder of
Scripture From Scratch, @
Bible study program for adult
Catholics ( Franciscan Media),
and a freelance writer.
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Mon. 06/24

A Day of Prayer for Victims of Cancer

Feast The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

8:00 AM Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory, Carol Smith

Tues. 06/25 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Heart Diseases

Feast Weekday

8:00 AM Mass David Conrad, Mom

Wed. 06/26 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Arthritis

Feast Weekday

8:00 AM Mass Janet Pufka, 2nd Ann, Shirley Siedlarczyk

Thur. 06/27 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Nervous Disorders
Feast Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM Mass Denise Keagy, Mark and Diane Moschella

Fri. 06/28 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Emotional Disorders
Feast Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr

8:00 AM Mass Thomas Gibbons, Alan R. Campbell

Sat. 06/29 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Diabetes

Feast Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:30 PM Mass Our Lady of Fatima Parish Family

Sun. 06/30 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Addictions

Feast Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 AM Mass Brothers Paul & Neil Cassarly on entering U.S. Marine Corps, R. Kuiawa
11:00 AM Mass Tom Byrne, Jean Hagan

Happy Birthday: Wedding Anniversaries

06/26 Carol Corle
06/29 Kort Tomlinson
09/30 Greg Brannan

06/25 Ray and Ellen Kelly
06/27 Paul and Adaline Cassarly
06/30 Mike and Mary Malligan

Our Lady of Fatima Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary Daily
At O.L.F. Church before each Mass
and
privately from 8:30am to 7:00pm

MONEY MATTERS

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 16, 2013)
226 people Celebrated Liturgy at O.L.F. contributing $ 2,194.00 of which $ 86.00 accounted for non-envelope contributions.

# Envelopes In Circulation 191 # Used 89 # Unused 102

Hoagie sale Profit = $ 1,115.12

Profit from Donut sale = $ 241.00 (turned over to St. Vincent de Paul)




PETER'S PENCE COLLECTION o COLECTA PETER’S PENCE
% Enclosed is my donation to be a pilgrim of charity.

Adjunto estd mi donativo para ser un peregrino de la caridad.
3 $500 Q $250 Q$100 a $50 0 $20 Q Other/Otra $

Name (Nombre)

Address (Direccién)

City/State/Zip (Ciudad/Estado/Cédigo)

Parish Envelope No. (Sobre #) Date (Fecha)

Please remit to your local parish. Por favor, enviar a su parroquia local.

Pope’s Collection (Peter’s Pence) is next Weekend. Please be generous.

Imagine having an extra $500 Our Lady of Fatima
Or even having an extra $300 ) SUPER PATRIOT
Or even having an extra $200 Super Raffle

To spend on our Patriot Holliday #1 Prize = $500.00 Cash

July 4 #2 Prize = $300.00 Cash

#3 Prize = $200.00 Cash
$5.00 might make your dreams come true! &

$10 will get you even closer to that wv:90'per chahos
(Only 400 tickets printed)

Drawing, Wednesday, July 3, 2013
6:00 PM OLF Rectory Front Porch

(Winners notified by phone)
License Number 2012-94

Super Patriot Celebration

Annual Catholic Appeal 2013
Goal for Our Lady of Fatima Parish
$14,855.00

Pledged to Date

$13,605.00 or 92% of Goal

Most recent unpublished contributors = NONE

We are still $1,250.00 SHORT of our Parish Goal.




Gaeto Construction Co.

Builders & Remodelers

Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Garages ® Windows ¢ Doors
“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”

(814) 944-9233

HIC #PA002981  In Our 30th Year
Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto

Fully Insured

“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

S Hirk Aling
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Criminal Law ¢ DUI
Social Security * Wills » Estates

941-6699

630 PLEASANT VALLEY BLVD., STE. B

Pen_nsylvcnio
Single
Catholics

AAtoona
MEMORIAL STUDIO
When Only The Best Will Do

. 814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602

You Name lIt...

Y

JOE MERRITT REMODELING

We Do It! &&’066"‘“
‘A’ F“to State
S ce’s Inspection,
Jir Emission,
Mechanical Work INC.
1318 Mill Run Rd. = Altoona
Since 1933

PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

814-942-6772

If you live alone,

:(Sm you NEED LIFEWatch!

Simply press your waterproof pendant or wristband, and speak
“hands-free” with our exclusive EMT-certified care center, 24/1.

LIFEWatchUSA LIMITED TIME OFFER!

PERSONAL CARING SERVICE SINCE (980 1 9 95
W amonth

www.lifewatch-usa.com

You're never alone with Lifewatch!  FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS®
80009980 5 60 I *Hfter introductory offer expires, $24.95/month will be billed quarterl.

Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Soffit & Facia
Interior & Exterior ¢ Window Installation
Fully Insured ® Over 20 Yrs. Experience

(814) 942-6784

WHYISIT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

— Consider
IE Investment Remembering
. Your Parish in

Savings Bank Your Will

For further information,

814-944-0843 please call the Parish Office.
MEDICAL ALARM  PROTECTING CATHOLIC SENIORS NATIONWIDE

1201 Eighth Ave. ¢ Altoona

v/ 25+ Yrs.in Business  / Lifetime Warranty

<& Help is on

theway ¥ Madeinthe USA

/ Dr.Recommended

° 9 >
& Pus \@ a &=

$19.95%/Mo. - Holiday Special (¥
Toll Free: 1-877-801-8608

*First three months only  *Check with your accountant

v/ Monitored in the USA v Price Guarantee

/ A+ Rated with BBB

§
o
BEB | = e'"i
- MADE INTHE USA %sreot

/ Tax Deductible*

v/ Waterproof Button

in an ADVERTISED car
andthen....

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn't pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Jesus
AtoZ

= | Michael O'Neil McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC

book for kids and families! Includes a

glossary of questions to help adults pass on
their Catholic faith.

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover
$16.99 each « Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150 www.wlpmusic.com

b
ARC.

AR( 1s Your Catholic Credit Union

www.arcfcu.org * 814-946-0857

102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J

all Our Lady of Fatima parishioners are eligible to join

.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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