
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa 16601 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 
Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM        
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 
 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretaries Assistant 
     Ellen Kelly 

 
Eucharist for the home bound weekly 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  
 

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima.          
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603  
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                          
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

 Our Lady of Fatima                             
Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

daily. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 
Rectory Office Hours: 

    Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

             Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

      Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days:  6:00PM 

    Rosary: 10:05 AM  - Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       

   Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 

 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretary’s Assistant 

     Ellen Kelly 
 

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly: 
     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.  

 
Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 
at Our Lady of Fatima.   

       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603  
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 
 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE 
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

          Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar 
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

             HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school 

Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011 
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112 

Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835              

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org – 944-4014 
Directors of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 
Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 
Director of Music Ministry 
   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 
     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 
     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                       
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

  Our Lady of Fatima   
       Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm daily. 

 
January 14, 2018  

Your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit within 
you.  
— 1 Corinthians 6:19a  

 St. Sebatian, Martyr, Feast day Jan 20 



JANUARY 14, 2018   
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

THE LAMB OF GOD 
 
 “Behold the Lamb of God!” We hear this phrase every Sunday at Mass, but there’s a good chance that 
many Roman Catholics do not know who in the Bible originally spoke it. The phrase appears only in the 
Gospel of John, on the lips of John the Baptist, who utters it twice. In today’s Gospel reading, John pro-
claims Jesus as the Lamb of God, and two of John’s own disciples then follow Christ. A little bit later An-
drew, who heard John and then followed Jesus, brings his brother Simon to be re-named Cephas, or Peter. 
A careful look at these Bible verses shows us the mission of everyone baptized into the Body of Christ: we 
must always proclaim our faith in Christ, so that others will follow him. We may not know how the will of God 
might work through those we bring to Christ; that is not the point. The point is that our ongoing mission as a 
church is to bring others to Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc 

 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 
 “Ordinary Time” began for us this week. On the old calendar, the feast of the Presentation, still more than 
two weeks away, was the last day of the Christmas season. Sadly, Bethlehem is hardly a place of peace on 
earth these days. The ancient Christian community has been largely uprooted by political strife. The Church of 
the Nativity stands (barely) in remarkable disrepair and disorder in Manger Square. The roof is crumbling, the 
major doorways are blocked, the wiring is faulty, and the worship life is disrupted by quarrels among Eastern 
Christians. 
 The church was founded by the Emperor Constantine in 325, destroyed in a Samaritan revolt in 539, and 
rebuilt by the Emperor Justinian. When the area came under Muslim control in 638, the holiness of the 
church was respected, and in return Christians allowed Muslims to pray in the south aisle, a right still up-
held. Earlier in that century, invading Persians were ordered to destroy all churches, but when they saw the 
magi carved over the doorway of the Church of the Nativity, they spared it out of respect for their ancestors 
who bore gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the same city. The Crusaders restored and redecorated the 
church by the twelfth century, and it is their plan that survives. Down a few stone steps is a stone grotto with 
a silver star marking the place of Christ’s birth: when the star was stolen in 1847 it triggered an international 
crisis that exploded into the Crimean War.  
 Since 1852, the church has been shared by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Armenian 
Churches. The Greeks  are in  charge of  the grotto, but  don’t enjoy  the best  of friendships  with the Arme-
nians. Catholics have the care of the Chapel of the Manger, and avoid the squabbles by a separate entrance 
to the Franciscan monastery church of St. Catherine. Pray for peace in Bethlehem! 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

CHAINS OF GRACE 
 

 The chains of grace are so powerful, and yet so sweet, that though they attract our heart, they do not 
shackle our freedoms. 

—St. Francis de Sales 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 -  Prayer at Altoona  Cathedral  
On  Thursday, January  18,  2018  at  7:00P.M. in the  Cathedral  of the  Blessed  Sacrament, Altoona,  there will 
be a prayer service  for the anniversary of the Supreme  Court decision  of Roe vs. Wade (1973).   There  will  
be a blessing  for the  pilgrims  attending  the March  For Life in  Washington,  D.C. the   next day, Friday,  
January  19.  All are welcome to participate  in this prayer.  All who have a respect for life from conception to 
natural death are welcome  to join our brothers and sisters at the Altoona Cathedral. 



JANURY 14, 2018 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

10:30 AM 

CATHEDRAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 
January 15, Monday:  Weekday 
   Readings:  1 Sm 15:16-23;  Mk 2:18-22 
6:45 AM   David Arnottmas (Larry & Stephanie Tonello) 
8:00 AM   Lindy & Boose Adams (Nancy & Skip) 
12:00 PM Michael Febbo (Febbo Family)  
January 16, Tuesday:  Weekday 
   Readings:  1 Sm 16:1-13;  Mk 2:23-28 
*6:45 AM   George Dean  Barry (Dodson Family) 
8:00 AM     An End to Abortion (McNelis All-Stars) 
12:00 PM  John Bauer (Greg & Judy Cardone Family) 
 
January 17, Wednesday:  Saint Anthony Abbot 
   Readings:  1 Sm 17:32-33,37,40-51; Mk 3:1-6 
6:45 AM   Mike Kling, Anniv. (Mom, Dad, Brother & Sisters) 
8:00 AM   Dr. Fred Petrunak (Family) 
12:00 PM Virginia Jones (Ann Macklin & Melanie Lee) 
 
January 18, Thursday:  Weekday 
   Readings:  1 Sm 18:6-9,19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12 
6:45 AM    Bill Crouse, Ann./Michael Kling, Ann.(Families) 
*8:00 AM  BeBe Milliron (John & Lisa Karl) 
12:00 PM  Rose Ann Himmelein (Diana Fanale) 
 
January 19, Friday:  Weekday 
   Readings:  1 Sm 24:3-21;  Mk 3:13-19 
6:45 AM   Jim Davidson (Michael Davidson) 
8:00 AM   Angela Cronin Chadwick (Butch & Alice Winkler) 
12:00 PM Thomas & Mary Irwin (Family) 
 
January 20, Saturday:  Weekday 
   Readings:  1 Sm 24:3-21;  Mk 3:20-21 
8:00 AM    Myra Mangiacarne (Regina Kutruff Family) 
*12:00 PM  M/M Charles McCall, Anniv. (Family)  
 
Vigil:  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings: Jon 3:1-5,10;  1 Cor 7:29-31;  Mk 1:14-20 
5:00 PM   Cathy Moyer, Birth. (Daughters & Family) 

  
  

JANUARY  14, 2018 

Scripture Reflection 
 

 

Christmas  time  ended with  the feast  of the Baptism 
of the Lord on Monday, January 8, and now we enter  
“Ordinary Time,” a time  to  reflect  on  the  life  of 
Jesus and  commit  ourselves  to following him.   
Appropriately, then,  the theme of today’s Scripture 
readings is God’s invitation and  response. 
   The  First  Reading  tells  the  story of young 
Samuel who was serving in the Israelite sanctuary in 
Shiloh under the priest, Eli.  Three  times Samuel  
heard  the  voice,  until  Eli realized  that God was 
calling   his  servant.    He  instructed  Samuel   to 
respond, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is  listening.”   
From    that  time,  we  are  told,  God   was with  
Samuel,  making all  of his words effective. 
  Today’s Gospel invites us to reflect on another 
calling---that of Jesus’ disciples.  In this call story it 
is John  the    Baptist who   helps two   of his own 
disciples recognize   the Lord.  When  they   go to 
Jesus, he initiates the encounter by asking, “What 
are you looking for?”--a key question for any seeker.   
Their  response--“Where   are  you staying?”--has 
profound implications. The Greek work menein 
means “to remain” or “to stay with,” and in John’s 
Gospel it also describes the divine dwelling within a 
person, like the relationship that Jesus has with the 
Father. 
  After the lights and carols of Christmas, Ordinary 
Time--which   actually means   counted time (we 
number the weeks of Ordinary Time with ordinal 
numbers)---can seem so, well, ordinary. But it is in 
the ordinary days of our ordinary lives that God asks 
us to build his Kingdom.  The Lectionary readings 
during these weeks take us through the life of Christ.  
Striving to live Jesus’ example of love, reconciliation, 
and   healing  can   transform  our  most ordinary  
moments into extraordinary moments of charity.   St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux wrote “What matters in life is not 
great deeds, but great  love.”  Thérèse’s gift   was 
recognizing God in the little, every day moments.   
• Like  Samuel and like  the   disciples  of Jesus, 

we  too  have been called.  
• In  what ways are  you  answering your call to 

follow the  Lord?      
AT HOME with  the  W ORD  2018,  Archdiocese  of Chicago:  Liturgy 
Training Publications, pg. 37. 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS   
       Readings: 1 Sm 3:3-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

Today’s Intention - Chris Keagy, B/DAY, 1/19 
 

       Readings: Jon 3:1-5, 1 0; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 
*January 21st, Henry E. Zaczek, Sister  

 
Please Remember Our Sick and our Shut-ins in 

your Daily prayers.  



 
 

Hoss’s Dinner Kit Sale is on!  New Feature’s available. 
See order page in the pews.  Deadline for orders is 
January 17, 2018 and pickup will be on January 24, 
2018, -12-3 and 4-6 PM.  Items   available  for  sale: 
Desert  Cobblers, 5 # of Hoss’s Mashed Potatoes;  
Dinner  Kits feed 4  and  include: 
Chicken Alfredo, Chicken Soup Kit, Rotisserie 
Chicken Haluski, Pizza, Pierogis, Beef tips & Mashed 
Potatoes, Wings, Burgundy Steaks, Steak and 
Chicken Combo.   
Fund Raising  Coupon Tab Booklet—$5.00 with 46 
coupons… 
The $5.00 stays in the parish! We have quite a few 
booklets  to sell.   21 Years   Same Great Value, Same 
Great Price.   I just put some in birthday cards! 
Choose the Tab Coupon Booklet.  A way of getting the 
best values in your community and supporting your  
local area groups at the same time.  And here is   how 
they work: Simply go to any of the participating mer-
chants, tell them you have a Buy One Get One Free 
Coupon . Buy any offer listed and receive your FREE 
ITEM of equal or lesser value. One coupon per visit.  
You must present coupon book with purchase.  
 Not   valid   with   any  other offer  or  discount.  

01/17 Joe Summers 

01/19 Chris Keagy 

01/22 Karen Conrad 

 
 

 

Liturgical Reflection… ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 
 
In today's  Gospel, John  the   Baptist    points out Jesus, 
"Behold,  the Lamb of God!" At every Mass the invitation to 
receive the Body and Blood of  Christ begins with,  "Behold  
the  Lamb  of  God."  When  one  of  our  members  dies,  the  
Church   especially encourages the celebration of the Mass. 
The funeral liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the 
Christian  community  for   the  deceased. As  the  deceased  
gathered  weekly  with  the  faith  community   in  life,  so  in  
death  the  Christian  is commemorated at the Sacred Myster-
ies, calling upon God's  mercy. 
Order  of Christian  Funerals,  1998-1989, Numbers 46 and 
264. 
 
2018, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Oflice, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, 
Pennsylvania  16648 

HIGH SCHOOL RELIGIOUS ED… 
FIRE CLASS is January 28th. 

 
Thirty First Annual Respect Life 
March, St. Matthew Church, Tyrone, 
Sunday Jan 21st.  12:00 NOON. Walk 
1.25 miles to grave of Baby Agnes Doe.  
Luncheon after the March in  Parish 
Hall. Bring a sign.  See flyer In vesti-
bule for more info. 

January 7, 2018 
Weekly 
Christmas  Club 
Solemnity 
Votives 
Children’s 
Shrine 
Music 
Init Offering 
 
Dep. For Week                                               

Env used       52 /147 
1136.00 

76.40 
95.00 
30.00 

9.00 
25.00 
25.00 
95.00 

 
1491.40  

JANUARY COLLECTIONS 2018 

God our Creator, we give thanks 
to you, who alone have the 
power to impart the breath of life 
as you form each of us in our 
mother's  womb,· grant, we pray, 
that we, whom you have made 
stewards of creation, may re-
main faithful to this sacred trust 
and constant in safeguarding 
the dignity of every human life.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREP… 
First Meeting is on January 24th at 6:30 PM in the 
Seton Suite. 

 
Connie and Tom Andros  

January 13, 1967 
  

Fifty  one  years  of   
Wedded Bliss.  

 

Co-op tickets for February 
are in the back of the 
Church. 

January 14 John 1:35-42 
 
Jesus' question in today's gospel is still valid today: 
"What are you looking for?" What do you want from 
your spouse, children or parents? Families are popu-
lated with imperfect people. To expect perfection is 
unreal. To expect and accept imperfection is wisdom. 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 14) 
 
Like Samuel in today’s first reading, we may not 
immediately realize that it is God who is calling 
us. However, when we do realize that God is call-
ing us to be a servant of His, may we respond as 
Samuel did, “Here am I, Lord; I come to do Your 
will!” 



Flu Season Directives 
Bishop Mark has directed parishes in the Diocese to 
not distribute the Precious Blood in any form effective 
January 13-14.  It is the belief of the Catholic Church 
that the whole Body of Christ is present under either 
form of consecrated bread and wine. 
  The Bishop has also directed that the faithful should 
avoid bodily contact, such as shaking hands, during 
the Sign of Peace. A genuine nod of the head with eye 
contact with others at Mass will be the temporary 
practice. 
  Bishop Bartchak’s directives   are the result  of  an 
advisory from public health officials that cases of the 
flu and similar contagious viruses remain a serious 
health concern at this time. 
   During this flu season, reception of Holy Commun-
ion on the hand is encouraged; however, reception on 
the tongue may not be denied. 
  The Bishop’s directives will be followed throughout 
the winter months or until the flu season ends. The 
Diocese will announce when parishes may return to 
their regular practices. 

  Thursday, January 18, 2018-   
Prayer at Altoona  Cathedral  

On  Thursday, January  18,  2018 at  7:00 P.M. in the  
Cathedral  of the  Blessed  Sacrament, Altoona,  there 
will be a prayer service  for the anniversary of the Su-
preme  Court decision  of Roe vs. Wade (1973).   
There  will  be a blessing  for the  pilgrims  attending  
the March  For  Life in  Washington,  D.C. the next day, 
Friday,  January  19.  All are welcome to participate  in 
this   prayer.  All who have  a respect  for life  from 
conception to natural death are welcome  to join our 
brothers and sisters at the Altoona Cathedral. 

Monday, January 22, 2018-  
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children  

The  anniversary of  the Supreme  Court  decision,  
Roe  vs. Wade  is January  22,  1973.  On Monday,  
January  22,  2018 all dioceses  in the United  States  
of America  will observe  a Day of Prayer  for the Legal  
Protection  of Unborn  Children.    

Sunday, January 21, 2018   
Bishop Mark Bartchak of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Altoona-Johnstown will host an ecumenical service 
at Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, One Cathedral  
Square,  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  The service begins 
at 2:00 P.M.  All are invited to participate in this prayer. 

Sunday,  January  28,  2018    
Bishop  Gregory  of  Nyssa  of  the  Orthodox tradition will 
host an ecumenical  service at Christ  the Saviour Cathe-
dral, 300 Garfield Street, Johnstown, Pennsylvania.  The  
service  begins  at  2:00  P.M. Bishop Mark Bartchak  will be 
in attendance.   All are invited to participate  in this prayer. 

Bridging the Generation Gap 
By Jeanne Hunt  

Scenario:  Bill takes his mother for a Sunday mall walk and 
supper at the food court. Leaving the nursing home, she 
says, "Let's hurry! I'm wearing someone else's clothes!" Bill 
knows the clothes belong to her, she just doesn't  remem-
ber them. Bill s heart sinks watching his mother's  mental 
and physical health decline. The Sunday visits are precious 
yet difficult. Bill aches to have just one hour with the vital 
woman who raised him, but she's no longer there. He feels 
guilt and dread as he realizes that, Sunday by Sunday, he's 
helping his mom write her life's final chapter. 
Response: Our culture seeks quick solutions to every prob-
lem. Yet the challenge of being attentive to old age and 
death isn't resolved with a quick fix. Baby boomers are in 
the middle of caring for aging parents and thriving children. 
  To admit that our parents are old and ailing means admit-
ting that we will eventually walk the same path. Our own 
mortality stares us in the face every time we look into the 
faces of those who gave us life. So, it's tempting to keep the 
aged at arm's  length. 
    In the "good old days," grandparents often lived in the 
family home with one or two other generations. They were 
loved and cared for until death. Grand-children and children 
alike enjoyed the memories they shared. Everyone in the 
house journeyed the final chapters with the aged and infirm. 
  Today we live in a different world: Single-family homes, 
working parents and children's activities have contributed 
to many grandparents living in senior residences. I offer 
some wisdom from the past as a solution to sandwiches 
made of generations: Bring the older generation home to 
visit. Restore Sunday dinners that include multiple genera-
tions. Take the grandchildren for frequent visits. Encourage 
the extended family to join in caring for the aged. When we 
bring our aged parents  into the  family circle, everyone re-
ceives a grace. 
  A few weeks later, Bill wonders why he didn't do this long 
ago. His mom sits in his living room holding her great-
grandchild. Both of them are laughing. The family gathers 
for a new tradition- old-fashioned Sunday dinners. Bill no-
tices something different about his mother: Her eyes are 
smiling for the first time in months. She's right where she 
belongs-   in the midst of all their hearts.  
 
 
Used wi th permission  from· Every Day Catholic. 
28 W. Liberty St.. Cincinnati, OH 45202 or www.Every DayCatholic org 





 
OUR LADY URGES US TO PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY FOR  

 
PEACE AND OFFER   

 
SACRIFICES BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! 

Saint Sebastian’s Story 
Saint of the Day for January 20 

   Images of St Sebastian that abound usually depict his suffering; his being tied to a tree with arrows 
piercing through him. He appears young, strong and athletic, but these depictions do not indicate that 
Sebastian was a fully paid up member of his local gym or even that he liked to play soccer now and 
then, but rather they depict his incessant physical endurance and his great energy in spreading and 
defending his beloved Saviour, Jesus Christ.  It is this energy of Sebastian, or what we might properly 
call ‘zeal’, that has given him the reputation as patron saint of athletes. 
   He was born sometime around the year 256, and   like many  Saints of the time he is subject to the 
usual hagiography and legend, so we must be discerning when finding the truth behind the story of 
his life, for such was the mode of history in ancient times. Sebastian was said to have suffered under 
the Emperor Diocletian, the last   great persecutor of   the Church, before   its emancipation under 
Constantine. We must question therefore the date of Sebastian’s birth here as the persecutions did 
not begin until the year 303 or so. 
Sebastian was educated in Milan and   secured an eminent post as captain of the Praetorian Guard 
under the anti-Christian emperors Diocletian and Maximian. This post was given in ignorance of 
Sebastian’s Christian faith. Meanwhile Sebastian was supporting   and encouraging   his fellow   
brothers and   sisters  who were suffering simply for being Christian. An example of this is recorded 
of a certain pair of deacon twins, namely Mark and Marcellian who were arrested for refusing to offer 
sacrifice to the Roman gods. Not only did Sebastian support them in their faith but he is said to have 
converted their parents who were encouraging their twin sons to renounce the Christian religion so as 
to spare their lives. 
   The tireless influence of Sebastian spread even to a Roman official Nicostratus and his mute wife 
Zoe whom Sebastian is said to have healed. As a result many of the prisoners were freed before 
Nicrostratus legged it, retiring to the country of Campania. Sebastian we expect by now should have 
been dismissed from his post as  Captain and   promptly given his P45,  but the incensed emperor 
Diocletian commanded that he be brought to a field, where he would be bound and killed by a firing 
squad of archers.  After been left for dead by the firing squad a certain Irene of Rome retrieved his 
body and sought to ascertain a decent burial for him. Finding him still alive she nursed him back to 
health.  Hey one way to get back at your boss who arranged to have you shot! 
   While recovering from his ordeal Sebastian continued in God’s service, healing a blind girl with the 
words: Do you want to be   with God?   The sight he  restored we can assume was far more than 
physical. 
In his passion and athletic desire for God he pursued Diocletian once more, confronting him with 
strong words as he passed by. The emperor   was  furious and  ordered him beaten unto death and 
deposed of in a privy!  Legend has it that Sebastian spirit   spoke of his   awful resting place to a 
Christian widow so that she would ensure it received a decent Christian burial. 
   While many athletes pray to Sebastian before they enjoy their sports, treating him as some sort of 
good luck charm, we Christians still running the race of our faith should remember him, asking him to 
help us persevere in a faith, a fight in which we have yet to shed our blood. 



Gaeto Construction Co.
Builders & Remodelers

Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Garages • Windows • Doors

“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”

“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

(814) 944-9233
Fully Insured HIC #PA002981 In Our 38th Year

Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Promote Your Business
365 Days a Year With
Custom Promotional
Calendars!

Makes a Great Gift For Clients
Call for brochure and pricing!

800.566.6170 
customercare@jspaluch.com

Investment Savings Bank
1201 8th Ave. 200 Patchway Road

Altoona, PA 16602 Duncansville, PA 16635

IT’S
SIMPLY
BETTER

• New Location •

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95 a month

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking

* Fall Detection

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship

of the Sea-USA

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

When Only The Best Will Do

814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602

Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blvd.

PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

814-942-6772

Since 1933

JOE MERRITT REMODELING
Roofing • Siding • Soffit & Facia

Interior & Exterior • Window Installation
Fully Insured • Over 20 Yrs. Experience

(814) 942-6784

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com
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