The Presentation of the Lord
February 2, 2025

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
2010 12t Avenue
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org
Rectory Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 PM.

Parish Office: 814-942-0371

or call the Cathedral Office at 944-
4603.

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator

Parish Secretary
Paula Hall

Director of Music Ministry
Cathy McFee

Eucharist: Sunday: 11:30 AM
Holy Days: 5:30 PM
Holy Communion for the home bound -
weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrange-
ments.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be
held at Qur Lady of Fatima.

Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings
will be held at the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick

Parishioners wishing to receive the
sacrament of healing may call the Ca-
thedral Parish Office to make arrange-
ments. 814-944-4603

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
Paula Clemens, Secretary
PH: 814-944-4603
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick
and Grieving - 944-4603

Director of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia - Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317

Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation

First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603
Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 12:00 PM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM Saturday: 12:00 PM
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
5:00 PM

THE FATIMA TOWERS


http://www.bishopguifoyle.org

OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS
11:30 A.M.

Sunday, February 2, The Presentation of the Lord
Denise Keagy (Family)
Next Sunday, February 9, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Doris Sheehan (MM Ted Sheehan)

Cathedral Mass Intentions
February 2, The Presentation of the Lord
8:00 AM Special Intentions of Vince Bumann, Birth.
(Family)
10:00 AM +Brian McCaulley, Anniv. (Family)
5:00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People
There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Church.

February 3, Monday, St. Blaise, Bp. & M.
12:00 PM +Sr. Jane Petrunyak (Fred Patrunak, Sr.)

February 4, Tuesday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Bernard Weaver, Anniv. (Family)

February 5, Wednesday, St. Agatha, V. & M.
12:00 PM +Hannah Wilkens (Rich & Nanci Hall)

February 6, Thursday, St. Paul Miki & Companions, M.
12:00 PM Special Intentions of Elverda Holtz, Birth.

February 7, Friday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Nancy Russo, Anonymous

February 8, Saturday, St. Josephine Bakhita, V.
12:00 PM +Ann Noel (Sue Galant)
Vigil: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

5:00 PM +Robert Ecenrode, Jr. (Francis & Patricia Pleva)

February 9, Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM +Derek Behe (Mom, Dad, & Eric)
10:00 AM +Etta Pastore, Birth. (Family)
5:00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People

There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Church

The Sanctuary Candle dur-
ing the month of February
is being lit in honor of the
Burr & Lingenfelter Fami-
lies by the Burr Family.
Thank you.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

A LIGHT FOR
REVELATION.

LUKE 2:32

o=

Readings for the week of February 2, 2025

Sunday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 31-32/Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a/Mk 6:1-6
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11//Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc/Mk 6:14-29

Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mk 6:30-34

Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (1¢)/1 Cor 15:1-11 or
15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11

Thank You Very
Much
Your prayers, volun-
teerism, and financial
support are deeply ap-
preciated. The contri-
butions for January 26,
were $1,361.




The Jubilee logo shows four stylized figures,
representing all of humanity, coming from
the four corners of the earth. They embrace
each other to indicate solidarity and fraternity
which should unite all people. The figure in
front is holding onto the cross. It is not only
the sign of the faith which this lead figure
embraces, but also of hope, which can never
be abandoned, because we are always in need
of hope, especially in our moments of great-
est need.

There are rough waves under the figures,
symbolizing the fact that life’s pilgrimage
does not always go smoothly in calm waters.
Often the circumstances of daily life and
events in the wider world require a greater
call to hope. That’s why we should pay atten-
tion to the lower part of the cross which has
been elongated and turned into the shape of
an anchor which is let down into the waves.
The anchor is well known as a symbol of
hope. Just as an anchor stabilizes a ship, hope
stabilizes our lives, especially during stormy
situations.

The pilgrim’s journey is dynamic and com-
munal, marked by an increasing movement
closer to the cross. The cross is also dynamic
as it bends down towards humanity, not leav-
ing human beings alone, but stretching out to
them to offer the certainty of its presence and
the security of hope.

At the bottom of the logo is the motto of the
2025 Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of Hope.

Please Update Information
Parishioners are asked to please update their contact
information with the parish office. If you have had a

change of address, discontinued a land line phone
number, or have a new cell phone number, inform
the office or put a note in your envelope.

Since Monday, Febru-
ary 3, 1s the feast of
St. Blaise, Bishop and
Martyr, and the tradi-
tional day to bless
throat, throats will be
blessed as part of to-
day’s final blessing
and following Mass
for those who desire
an individual bless-
ing.

Contribution Statements
Parishioners who would like a financial
statement of their contributions to the parish
during 2024 are asked to call the office.

The Feast of our Lord’s Presentation was

established by St. John Paul II in 1997 as

the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated
Men and Women.

For many of us, our lives were enriched by
the professed religious men and women
who taught in Catholic schools or provided
Catholic health care.

The religious sisters were particularly sig-
nificant in the life of the Church.

Be sure to remember living and deceased
religious sisters and brothers in your pray-
ers today.



GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIP-
TURE

February 2, 2025
Presentation of the Lord
Luke 2:22-40

What is the secret to sharing in God’s power
to overcome our difficulties? Mary teaches us
this in the prophecy of her pierced heart. This
Sunday, the old man Simeon prophecies that
when her son faces opposition, Mary’s soul
will be pierced by a sword. The seemingly
pointless agony of a mother helplessly watch-
ing her son be mocked, tortured, killed and
then cruelly desecrated in death by a spear —
somehow this piercing of her heart releases a
power by which “the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed” (Luke 2:35). What to make
of this?

Whatever problems we currently face, the
deepest threat is finally that evil thoughts are
hidden in the human heart: hatred, envy,
pride, lust, greed and so on. Behind every ty-
rant’s injustice, for example, is a heart un-
pierced by love. Evil hides in our hearts.
Mary’s pierced heart, and its suffering love
for her son, reveals and scatters these evil
thoughts, and replaces them with love, for-
giveness, generosity and peace.

This week, I invite us to ponder Mary’s
pierced heart. Her heart is quietly at work for
us in the Church and world, exposing our evil
thoughts and making a path for her son’s di-
vine love. This is how she gently cooperates
in our salvation. Closed hearts are our biggest
problem; love-pierced hearts are the ultimate
power to overcome every difficulty.

— Father John Muir
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Presentation of the Lord

Question:

Luke’s Gospel is the only one to mention the
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. What is
Luke trying to communicate here and what con-
nection does it have with Mary?

Answer:

February 2 is exactly forty days after December
25, the nativity of Jesus. Jewish law (Ex 13:2, 12)
dictated that Jesus, as the firstborn, be consecrated
to God. This was done by the parents as they pre-
sented their Son in the Temple.

Jewish law further specified (Lv 12:2-8) that a
mother was ritually impure after giving birth, and
that she had to wait a set period of time (forty days
for a boy) before she was to offer a sacrifice to the
Lord for purification.

The convergence of these two Jewish regulations
occasions Luke’s account of both the Presentation
of the Lord and the Purification of Mary. These
days the liturgical emphasis is more on the Presen-
tation of Jesus. Luke highlights the role of Simeon
and Anna, two righteous Jews who recognized Je-
sus as the long-awaited Messiah and praised God
for being able to see and experience such a marvel
in their lifetimes.

Simeon’s prayer concerning the special role of Je-
sus states that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles.” This phrase eventually originated the
custom of blessing candles on this day which were
to be used in the ceremonies, rituals, and proces-
sions throughout the church year. Thus February 2
is also known as Candlemas Day. This day is in-
deed a rich feast to be savored.
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