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Thank you,
Msgr. Stan Carson



Sixth 5unclay in Ordinary T ime

February 12, 2023

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
2010 12t Avenue

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org
Rectory Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 PM.

Parish Office: 814-942-0371
or call the Cathedral Office at 944-4603.

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator

Parish Secretary
Paula Hall

Director of Music Ministry
Cathy McFee

Eucharist: Sunday: 11:30 AM
Holy Days: 5:30 PM
Holy Communion for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at
Our Lady of Fatima.

Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be
held at the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacra-
ment of healing may call the Cathedral Parish
Office to make arrangements. 814-944-4603
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF
THE MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCHES OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO
THE GREAT IN 1995.

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
Paula Clemens, Secretary
PH: 814-944-4603
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603
Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick
and Grieving - 944-4603
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Director of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317

Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation

First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation
Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603
Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 12:00 PM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM Saturday: 12:00 PM
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
5:00 PM

THE FATIMA TOWERS


http://www.bishopguifoyle.org�

OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS
11:30 A.M.
This Sunday, February 12, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Robert Simanski (Mike & Sherry Byme)
Next Sunday, February 19, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
James R. Riley (Mark & Marcy Agee)

Cathedral Mass Intentions
February 12, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM +John Kasun, Jr. (Vogel Family)
10:00 AM +John & Lillian Drass (Jo Ann Poplin)
5:00 PM Pro Popolo/For the People

February 13, Monday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Joe Jaronieski, Jr. (Bob & Donna Pike)

February 14, Tuesday, Sts. Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bp.
12:00 PM +Vera Hauck (Children)

February 15, Wednesday, Weekday
12:.00 PM +Lavelle Family (Phyllis Lavelle Sheetz)

February 16, Thursday, Weekday
12:00 P.M. +Teresa Cooper McCaulley (McNelis All Stars)

February 17, Friday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Patty Dugan (Cathy Rougeux)

February 18, Saturday, Weekday
12:00 PM +Charlie Moore (Tom & Beth Moore)

Vigil: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:.00 PM +Barbara Noel (John Vincent & Family)

February 19, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM  +Peggy Joyce (Family)
10:00 AM +Rita Beck (Tim & Anne Marie Longwill)
5:00 P.M. Pro Popolo/For the People

There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.

TABERNACLE
CANDLE

During the month of
February, the Sanctuary/
Tabernacle Candle has been-
donated by Barb and Ken
Smithmyer. In honor of
Elaine Smithmyer and in
memory of Edward Smith-
myer and Edward & Rita
Raichl)
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If you

TRUST IN GoD

you too shall live;

God has set before you fire and water;
to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — God allows us to make choices, but
we are not to choose injustice or sinfulness

(Sirach 15:15-20).

Psalm — Happy are those who observe God’s com-
mands (Psalm 119).

Second Reading — God’s wisdom is mysterious and
hidden (1 Corinthians 2:6-10).

Gospel — Jesus has come not to abolish but to fulfill
the law and the prophets (Matthew 5:17-37).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21;Mk
8:11-13

Tuesday:Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9c-
10; Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday:Gn 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-15, 18-19;
Mk 8:22-26

Thursday:Gn 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23; Mk 8:27
-33

Friday:Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-15; Mk 8:34 — 9:1
Saturday:Heb 11:1-7; Ps 145:2-5, 10-11; Mk 9:2-13
Sunday:Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13;

1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48

Thank You Very Much
Your prayers, volunteer-
ism, and financial support
are deeply appreciated.
The contributions for
Sunday, February 5, were
$1,636.
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HOLY DAYS

OBLIGATIO

5 one united family

In the future, our Mass on holy days of obligation
will be at 5:30 P.M. instead of 6:00 P.M. The
change will allow Msgr. Carson to return to the
cathedral in time for special liturgies that are some-
times scheduled for 7:00 P.M. and for Wednesday
evening confessions at 7:00 P.M.

OUR FASCINATING FAITH
The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order

On February 17 we honor the seven founding saints
of the Order of the Servants of the Virgin Mary. Bonfil-
ius, Alexis, Manettus, Amideus, Hugh, Sostene and
Buonagiunta were a group of merchants of Florence
who, upon experiencing an apparition of the Blessed
Virgin in 1233, renounced their businesses, left what
was necessary for their families, and distributed the rest
among the poor. They then dedicated themselves en-
tirely to the veneration of the Virgin Mary, going to live
on an Italian mountain, each assuming the life of a her-
mit—prayer, extreme fasting and penance. Sometime
later, at the request of the pope’s delegate, all but one
were ordained priests. Brother Alexis, considering him-
self unworthy of the priesthood, decided to remain as a
brother. They were all canonized in 1888. Their feast
day, originally February 11, now falls on the 17th, the
date of the death of the last of the seven founders.
Brother Alexis died at the age of 110.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.

T ASHWEDNESDAY

BEGINS THE SEASON OF LENT

Lent begins on February 22. Ashes will be distrib-
uted at Our Lady of Fatima Church during a Lit-
urgy of the Word prayer service at 3:00 P.M.
Ashes will be distributed during Masses at the Ca-
thedral at 8:00 A.M., Noon, and 5:30 P.M.

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

It’s still a few weeks away, but parish ministers, espe-
cially if they are involved in the catechumenate, have their
eyes on the Easter Triduum. Until fairly recent times, the
last few days before Easter were shaped by an awareness of
the Passion, but the faithful were left to their own devices
about how to engage with these mysteries. A thousand years
ago, the Easter Vigil as a solemn and central moment of
initiation had vanished. By the early 1950s it was a minor
moment in parish life, celebrated on Holy Saturday morn-
ing, usually with only the priests and a handful of invited
guests. Most people understood it as necessary only for
blessing the paschal candle and preparing the Easter water.
People who were children during World War II sometimes
remember that the weekly noontime test of the air-raid si-
rens on Holy Saturday signaled the end of Lent.

Today, of course, we see Holy Saturday as entirely
within the paschal fast, and hardly the time for children to
be tearing through the plastic grass looking for jelly beans
and chocolate eggs. These memories point to a total collapse
of the once-central liturgies of the Christian year. This im-
poverishment of the liturgy was mostly an accident of his-
tory. The root cause was the loss of Lent as a time focused
on the final formation of catechumens for the Easter sacra-
ments. By 1880, scholars began to piece together a vision of
what once had been, and slowly, at first in a handful of mon-
asteries in Europe, pieces of the tradition were rediscovered

and celebrated.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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BEING FAITHFUL DISCIPLES

Our readings today together provide powerful insight into how to be faithful disciples.
Sirach reminds us that, in the deepest places in ourselves, in our primary attitudes and
tendencies in living, we face choices. We have real agency to embrace what is good,
and resist what is destructive, for our own flourishing and for the common good. We
are shaped, but we are not ultimately shackled, by social forces or by other persons. In
Matthew’s Gospel, we read that God cares not only about our observing boundaries, but
about these deep areas of ourselves and our basic choices in life. God knows our fears
and wounds that influence our choices. God is actively providing wisdom, as Paul wrote
to the Corinthians. God will help us sort out the bewildering decisions we often face. God
is here, deep within, offering challenge, healing, and courage so we may choose to love.

BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE
Matthew continues Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in today’s Gospel, which is Jesus’ extend-
ed teaching on the central theme of his ministry, the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew highlights
Jesus as a teacher like Moses, and who is rooted in the law of Moses. Jesus interprets the
law by intensifying its meaning, by going to the root values behind the specific teachings
in the law. These include reconciliation with others; mutual care for all persons as sacred,
especially women; and being trustworthy and honest.

The Kingdom of Heaven is described as both in the present and in the future. When these
values are lived out in daily life within the community, the Kingdom becomes present there
and demonstrable to others. Jesus also spoke about life in the future, when God fulfills the
divine promises to establish fully justice and peace on earth. The reconciliation, care, and
trust experienced now will reach their fullness in the promised Kingdom.

WITH EACH OTHER
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount today turns to the relationships within the community. Je-
sus understands the traditional teachings about relationships in light of the coming King-
dom. He describes a deep trust and accountability among members of the community.
Not settling for meeting minimum requirements, he points his new community toward an
intimate knowledge and caring for each other, so that all may flourish as individuals and
as a whole.

Although he highlights the dignity of each individual person, Jesus also envisions a com-
munity life where there is both a responsibility for each other and an accountability to
each other. Members are to attend to each
other’s struggles and sorrows. Members
become aware that their individual choices
and lifestyle will be an example to others.
We are to work out how to follow Jesus to-
gether in community, not only as individu-
als. We discern and live out our communi-
ty’s vocation, not only our own. Our unity
with God is also with each other.
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