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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Our Lady of Fatima

February 23, 2020

Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God,
am holy.

A — Leviticus 19:2b

Our Lady of Fatima Parish

Rectory Office Hours:

2010 12th Avenue
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org
I Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM /J

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson

Parish Secretary

T Carol Z. Smith
Eucharist for the home bound - weekly:
0Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 5PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held
at Our Lady of Fatima.

the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to
make arrangements. 944-4603

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995.

E Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at

Pleaded that we pray the Holy
Rosary before Sunday Mass and

privately from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
daily.

- S

LEN

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator
PH: 814-944-4603
Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

i % !;lylail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick

i

and Grieving - 944-4603

“HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Directors of Religious Education:
Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317
Jean Koury - 9 thru 12 - 949-2777
Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424
Director of Music Ministry
Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO

Music Ministry Office - 944-2044

E-Mail: Ithayer@dioceseaj.org
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday

12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation

First Communion
Confirmation

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603

Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 6:45 AM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM 12:00 Noon
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon 5:30 PM Saturday : 8:00 AM
5:00 PM 12:00 Noon



February 23, 2020 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
FOOLISHNESS

Sometimes the idea of repentance seems old-fashioned, naive, even foolish. But if you’re looking for real foolish-
ness, you’ll find it in today’s readings.

We begin with Leviticus and the admonition, “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge” (Leviticus 19:18). We’ve
heard that message before, of course, so we might forget how far it is from the so-called “practical realities of life.”
Saint Paul warns us about being practical, though. Whoever considers oneself wise had better “become a fool,” because
“the wisdom of this world is foolishness in the eyes of God” (1 Corinthians 3:18, 19).

This “foolishness” continues in the Gospel: “Offer no resistance to one who is evil” (Matthew 5:39). In fact, offer the
other cheek when you’ve been slapped. Hand over your coat as well as your shirt. Be like God, who sends sunshine
and rain on the bad as well as the good. “So be perfect,” says Jesus, “just as your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:48).

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: these disciplines, prescribed by Jesus himself in the Sermon on the Mount,
along with strict instructions not to flaunt them in public to win recognition and praise (Matthew 6:1-18), have
been embraced by all the saints at the beginning of every Lent for almost two thousand years. But mention
Lent, and many react with a grimace or slight shudder—even now, years after official obligations have been
reduced to a minimum! No wonder the Eastern Rite’s “Lenten Announcement” sounds surprising: “Let us
receive with joy, O faithful people, the divinely inspired announcement of Lent! The Lenten Spring shines
forth! Begin the fast with joy! Let us fast from passions as well as food, taking pleasure in the good works of
the Spirit, and accomplishing them in love!” Saint John Chrysostom, whose feast is September 13, elaborates:
“Do you fast? Give proof by your works. If you see a poor person, take pity. An enemy, be reconciled. A friend
gaining honor, don’t be jealous.” A positive approach! May the saints help us keep such a Lent!

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

FORGIVENESS

People who cannot forgive others break the bridge over which they must pass if they are to reach heaven; for
everyone has a need to be forgiven.

—George Herbert

STRONG BELIEFS
Strong beliefs win strong people and make them stronger.

—Walter Bagehot

FORGIVING AN ENEMY

Who has not forgiven an enemy has not yet tasted one of the most sublime enjoyments of life.
—1Johann Kaspar Lavater

REPENTANCE

Of all human acts, repentance is the most divine. The greatest of all faults is to be conscious of none.

—Thomas Carlyle



\GNITE YOUR FAITH

£OR CHRIST’S MISSION

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN
SUPPORTING 14 MINISTRIES

WAYS TO GIVE:

P.O. BOX 409 TEXT: CMDAJ DIOCESEAJ.ORG cott:éslrl':ON
HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648 TO: 555888

The CMD parish target for Our Lady of Fatima is $9,948.

Catholic Charities is an example of a ministry that cannot be done in any parish. Its scope of helping our
neighbors in need is enormous.

“Ignite Your Faith” campaign solicitation will arrive in homes the week of February 16. It will also be high-
lighted in the upcoming Winter/Lent issue of PROCLAIM Christ in your Life. The faithful will meet Debbie, a
recipient of emergency financial assistance, who was both brave and proud to share her Catholic Charities ex-
perience. They will also meet lifelong CMD donors, Peter and Denise Kreckel, who were gracious to share
their belief of why they support this worthwhile cause. An excerpt from Very Rev. Alan E. Thomas, Vicar
Generals letter
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