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Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa 16601 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 
Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 
 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretaries Assistant 
     Ellen Kelly 

 
Eucharist for the home bound weekly 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  
 

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 
Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                          
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

 Our Lady of Fatima                             
Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

daily. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 
Rectory Office Hours: 

    Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

             Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

      Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days:  6:00PM 

    Rosary: 10:05 AM  - Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       

   Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 

 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretary’s Assistant 

     Ellen Kelly 
 

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly: 
     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.  

 
Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 

at Our Lady of Fatima.   
       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 
 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE 
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

          Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar 
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

             HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school 

Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011 
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112 

Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835              

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org – 944-4014 
Directors of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 
Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 
Director of Music Ministry 
   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 
     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 
     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                       
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

  Our Lady of Fatima   
       Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm daily. 

February 21, 2018 
St. Peter Damian 

 

February 18, 2018 
First Sunday in Lent  

Your ways, O LORD, make 
known to me; 

 teach me your paths. 
— Psalm 25:4 



PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT 
 
 If there is one word that stands out in today’s readings, it is “covenant.” God’s faithfulness and good-
ness serve as examples to us of how to live. Genesis tells the story of Noah and of God’s covenant not only 
with all people, but with all of nature. Never will the cleansing waters of the flood bring their destructive power 
to all the earth again. The sign, the reminder to both God and nature, is the rainbow in the heavens. 
 The psalm reminds us of this compassion of God, and begs God to remember us, not because of our 
goodness, but because of God’s goodness and fidelity to the promise. God shows us how to be good, not by 
decree, but by example. 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

  

February 18, 2018  
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
 The Holy Father usually marks the solemn opening of the Lenten fast with a procession and Mass on Ash 
Wednesday evening. He walks from the Benedictine monastery, San Anselmo, down the Aventine hill to the 
Dominican monastery of Santa Sabina. This very old tradition was revived by Pope John XXIII in the late 1950s. 
Have you ever wondered who gives the pope his ashes? It’s the cardinal who has been given the “title” of the 
church of Santa Sabina. The pope’s homily at this Mass states his theme for Lent.  
 Santa Sabina dates from the fifth century, and is one of the most beautiful churches in Rome. One of the 
panels on its main doors features the Crucifixion, a scene not normally depicted in art until much later. In the 
year 1219 the pope gave the church to Saint Dominic for his new religious order, the “Order of Preachers,” 
commonly called the Dominicans, and it remains their world headquarters to this day. That pope, Honorius III, 
was a member of the Savelli family, and this church was their personal family chapel. Sabina was a wealthy 
Roman lady who became a Christian and was martyred, and whose home became a place of prayer. Later, the 
church built on that spot was dedicated to her memory. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRAINING 
 

 Those who wish to hold the fortress of contemplation must first of all train in the camp of action. 
 

—Pope St. Gregory the Great 

GOD’S POWER 
 

 We are not in our power, but in the power of God. 
—St. Perpetua 



 
OUR LADY URGES US TO PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY FOR  

 
PEACE AND OFFER   

 
SACRIFICES BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! 

     RITE OF ELECTION OF CATECHUMENS…  
On Sunday, February 18, 2018, the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown will 
celebrate the Rite of Election of Catechumens and the  Call to  Continuing  
Conversion of  Candidates  at the  Cathedral  of the Blessed Sacrament,  
Altoona, beginning at 7:00 PM. These  are   men    and    women  who  
are    preparing  to  receive the Sacraments of Initiation at Easter from our 
parish and those in the surrounding area.        
     The adults who are seeking Baptism (Robyn Durgin who will be join-
ing our parish after she is in full union with the Catholic Church) will be 

formally named and welcomed as the Elect of God and the Candidates seeking full initiation will 
declare their intent and be blessed by Bishop Mark Bartchek. Piper and Kendall Durgin, Robyn’s 
daughters will be baptized as Catholics also. All parishioners are invited to join our Catechumens 
and Candidates and their sponsors and families in prayer and communal support. Everyone is in-
vited to attend a light reception afterwards in the Cathedral Hall.  

ST. PETER DAMIAN 

Feast Day: February 21 - Canonized: 1823 

Peter was born in Italy in 1007. When his parents died, he went to live with one of his older brothers, who treated him 
cruelly. Sometimes Peter was forbidden to eat any of his brother’s food. Another brother helped solve the problem by 
giving Peter money so that he could afford to go away to school. 
 
Peter did so well in school that he became a professor when he was only 25. After the school day was finished, Peter 
often invited students and poor people to his home for dinners that he served himself. He remembered what it felt like to 
be hungry. 
 
Peter became a priest and then a Benedictine monk. He spent his days in prayer and study. After a short time Peter was 
elected abbot, or superior, of the community. Although this new responsibility took Peter away from his quiet life, he was 
an excellent leader. So many men were attracted to religious life because of his example that he established five new 
monasteries. 
 
Peter was ordained the bishop of Ostia, a diocese near Rome. As bishop, Peter worked to solve problems in his diocese 
and to remind his priests of their mission. 
 
Pope Stephen X recognized Peter’s gifts and asked him to represent the Church in settling disputes and helping to stop 
practices that were preventing the Church from doing Christ’s work in the world. Peter was so skilled as a peacemaker 
and reformer that he advised seven popes and traveled to many places representing the Holy Father. He worked with 
priests, bishops, kings, and emperors—all to serve Jesus. 
 
As a monk, a bishop, and a saint, Peter Damian lived one of the Benedictine Rules completely: “Do not prefer anything to 
the love of Christ.” He died in 1072 and is considered to be a Doctor of the Church. St. Peter Damian helps us to remem-
ber that if we put Jesus first in our lives, the Lord will always guide us in living as his faithful disciples. 
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