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February is devoted to the devotion of The Holy Family 
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(L to R.) Gary Keagy, Richard Kuiawa, Bill Bravin, Paul Kowalski, Fr. J.D. Zatalava, Ray Kelly, Shawn Kelly, John Kasun Sr.,  
John Kasun Jr., Steve Flanagan, (front row) Dr. Joe Clark, Mike O’Connor, Tim O’Connor, Chris Keagy, Rick Summers, Jim 
Riley left before the picture was taken and Dr. Ed Farabaugh arrived after it was taken. 

17 Volunteers show up to Reconfigure the Sanctuary Backdrop 
With the relatively short notice of 36 hours these stalwarts contributed time, energy and expertise to 
cooperate in making ready the area behind the altar for the seasonally appropriate display of  our 
life-size Crucifix or Risen Christ Mosaic. Some of the work required strong backs while some de-
manded a delicate touch. These fellows filled the bill on all counts.  

 So which is it? 
 Or as the historically 
minded might inquire, which was 
it?  
 The Crucifix hanging from 
the balcony railing over the cen-
ter aisle has Jesus crossing his 
feet requiring only three nails to 
hang Him on the cross while the 
soon to be positioned in the 
Sanctuary life size portrayal of 
the Crucifixion  clearly shows 
four nails, one in each hand and 
one in each foot.  What gives? Is 
there a Church position on this?  

Check the insert for the answer  



Mon.  02/27 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Tues. 02/28 
 Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Wed. 02/29 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
6:00 PM   “ 
Thur. 03/01 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Fri.  03/02 
Feast 
8:00 AM Mass 
Sat.  03/03 
Feast 
4:30 PM Mass 
Sun.  03/04 
Feast 
10:00 AM Mass 
 

A Day of Prayer for Victims of Cancer  
Lenten Weekday 
George Glashauser, St. Mary’s Conf. of St. Vincent de Paul 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Heart Diseases 
Lenten Weekday 
Janet Pufka, Tony Bruno 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Arthritis  
Lenten Weekday 
Fr. Anthony J. Pollack, Leo & Vicky Stanek 
Denise Keagy, Ann Gates 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Nervous Disorders 
Lenten Weekday 
Donald Shuma, Ann., Wife Lorraine 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Emotional Disorders  
Lenten Weekday 
Coy R. Smith, Sr, b-day, Wife and Children 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Diabetes  
Second Sunday of Lent 
Living and Deceased members of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Addictions  
Second Sunday of Lent 
Rose Marie Martin, M/M Stanley Krish and Family 

2/27 Adaline Cassarly   

3/01 Alicia Carper   

3/02 Shawn Kelly 
Cassidy McKnight 

  

3/04 Merle Hirt 
Rebecca Marshman 

  

3/05 Mary Malligan   

 

Lord 
Jesus  
Christ 
Son  
Of  

God 
Have 
Mercy 

On 
Me 
A 

Sinner 

Happy Birthday:     

MONEY MATTERS 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 18-19, 2012) 
  200 people Celebrated Liturgy at  O.L.F. contributing $ 2,243.54 of which $ 120.54 accounted for visitor contributions. 
# Envelopes In Circulation     205  # Used                 95 # Unused            110 

 

NOCTURNAL ADORATION   
Friday, March 2 

at  
St. Mark’s, 6th Ave & 4th St., 

 8-11PM  



The Mystery of Three or Four Nails Solved    
 

 In that the Church makes no doctrinal pronouncement of how many nails were used to cru-
cify Jesus any more that it does concerning Jesus’ sandal size, good Catholics can accept or posit 
any scientific theory or artistic representation they wish. 
 The assumption of the use of a two-beamed cross does not determine the number of nails 
used in the crucifixion and some theories suggest 3 nails while others suggest 4 nails. Throughout 
history larger numbers of nails have been hypothesized, at times as high as 14 nails. These varia-
tions are also present in the artistic depictions of the crucifixion. In the Western Church, before the 
Renaissance (the period roughly from the 14th to the 17th century) usually 4 nails would be de-
picted, with the feet side by side. After the Renaissance most depictions use 3 nails, with one 
foot placed on the other. Nails are almost always depicted in art, although Romans sometimes just 
tied the victims to the cross.  
 Franciscans, which Order was founded around 1209 (before the Renaissance,) usually use 
four nails in their art work and symbolic representation. A famous piece of evidence of this fact is 
the beautiful Cross of St. Domino which is the large Romanesque rood cross that St. Francis of As-
sisi was praying before when he received the commission from the Lord to rebuild the Church. The 
original cross hangs in the Basilica of Saint Clare (Basilica di Santa Chiara) in Assisi, Italy.  
 Jesuits, which Society was founded around 1534 (right in the middle of the Renaissance.) 
usually use the three nails in their art work and symbolic representation. A good example of this is 
the Jesuit Coat of Arms which includes three nails appearing in a sun burst right under the Cross 
with the imprint HIS on it. 
 Our Lady of Fatima’s Crucifix which comes from St. Peter and Paul’s and now stands in the 
Sanctuary is a replica of a pre-Renaissance (13th Century) original masterpiece sculpted in the tra-
dition carried on by the Franciscan community.  
 Neither the three or four nail representation of Christ’s crucifixion is more preferred by the 
Church. Either is legitimate.  Catholics can use either or both in their prayers and meditations. 
 All that being said, the Pastor’s preferred depiction is the four nail presentation, only be-
cause with his understanding (admittedly limited) of anatomy it makes more sense to nail the two 
feet separately.  With the issue settled in his mind he can proceed with his prayer or meditation 
without the distraction of needless and pretentious academic speculation. As the founder of the 
Jesuits, Ignatius of Loyola, would say … if Jesus wants us to know, the Church he founded will tell 
us. 
 

Lenten Stones or Mosaic Memories or Both  
 Most of the pieces of the Mosaic having be given or promised to artists and art teachers, someone 
suggested that it might be meaningful for some parishioners, whose affection for the mosaic remains, to 
have a piece or two to do with whatever people do with mementoes. This suggestion corresponds with 
some reading the pastor has been doing concerning some parishes who are blessing nondescript stones 
for Lent and encouraging the folk to take them and keep them in the pocket they use most. Every time they 
stick their hand in the pocket they will be reminded that it is Lent and they are expected to do something 
special. 
 Not a bad idea! Let’s do it! Let’s use the remaining pieces from the mosaic as our stones for Lent. 
The pastor will bless some at the end of each Mass this weekend.    



Our parishioner Kelly Keagy is a Family Specialist at ARROW CHILD & FAMILY MINISTRIES in Altoona, PA  
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