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Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa 16601 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 

Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 

 
Parish Secretary 
 Carol Z. Smith 
Secretaries Assistant 
     Ellen Kelly 

 
Eucharist for the home bound weekly 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  
 

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

 Our Lady of Fatima                                         
Pleaded That we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

daily. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org 
Rectory Office Hours: 

    Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

             Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

      Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM - Holy Days:  6:00PM 

    Rosary: 10:05 AM  - Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       

   Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  
    

 Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 
 

Parish Secretary 
Carol Z. Smith   

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly: 
     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrangements.  

  
Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 

Monday through Friday: 9AM - 5PM Winter 
9AM - 6PM Summer  

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 
at Our Lady of Fatima.   

       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at 
the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of 
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to 
make arrangements.  944-4603 
  
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE 
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop       
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector  

          Rev. Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar 
Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 
Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 

and Grieving - 944-4603 

             HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school 

Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011 
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112 

Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835              

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org – 944-4014 
Directors of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 
Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 
Director of Music Ministry 
   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 
     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 
     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 
Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  6:45 AM 

              8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM                                   8:00 AM               

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                              12:00 Noon 

           12:00 Noon                                5:30 PM             Saturday :    8:00 AM          

            5:00 PM                                                                                    12:00 Noon  

  Our Lady of Fatima   
       Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary  

before Sunday Mass and  
privately  from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm daily. 

 
 
 
 

 

 Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
December 30, 2018 

Beloved, we are God’s chil-
dren now;  
what we shall be has not yet 
been revealed. 
— 1 John 3:2a 

Feast of Holy Mary of God January 1 



 

 

Tuesday, January 1 
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Why do Catholics call Mary “the Mother of God”? 
 

The Catholic Church dedicates the first day of our secular year, January 1, to Mary under her title 
“Mother of God.” This title was officially affirmed by the Council of Ephesus in 431 C.E. although Mary 

had been called “Theotokos” (The Bearer of God) since the very early days of the Church. 
 

As with all Marian dogmas, “Mother of God” says more about Jesus than about Mary. It reinforces our 
belief that Jesus is, truly and fully, both human and divine. Mary always points us to her Son and our 

relationship with him. 
 

What does this mean for us? We hold Mary as our model. She is the first person who received Jesus into 
herself and birthed him into the world. She encourages us also to be bearers of Jesus to our world…to 
our families, neighborhoods, workplaces and beyond. As disciples of Mary’s Son we are called to bring 
God’s love, compassion, mercy and healing to others. We ask Mary to pray for us that we may be given 

the grace to do this each and every day.  



HOME IS WHERE THE FAMILY IS 
 

 The idea, dream, and reality of family is so strong and durable that we use it to describe all that is 
best about human gatherings. We speak of the family of nations, of our church and parish families. 
The greatest compliment we can pay a friend or gracious host is to say that we feel at home with 
them, we feel part of the family. 
 Families are the first crucibles in which love is tested and tempered. Jesus himself was one of 
three people who lived in the shadow of each other. This family, like our own, did not always “get it 
right,” but they always tried to. These three “amateurs” were on holiday, and one of them got lost. 
Two were worried sick and took great measures to find the third, a boy after   all, who was  seeking the 
meaning of his calling. He found his vocation—to do his Father’s work—but he also returned home 
with his parents. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

 Today’s feast is new as   feasts go, and it   sets   us this   year   in a   very modern crisis. Amid 
conflicting schedules and commitments, a young man,   testing   the limits, has   strayed  from his   
parents and gone off to   the big city.  Mary and Joseph search frantically, only to find the child Jesus 
in the temple, conversing with the elders and scholars of the law, who are amazed at his wisdom. 
 In the time of Jesus, the temple was the religious center of Jewish ritual. Outside of Jerusalem, 
people gathered in the synagogues, centers of learning, for daily   prayer and   study. Still,   everyone   
longed   to journey to the  temple to participate in the   offerings, and to fulfill certain   obligations of 
the law that could only be done there. On this feast, we catch a glimpse of the family of Jesus: parents 
dealing with the normal stresses of raising a child, and yet completely grounded in the ways of faith 
and tradition. 
 There has always been an appreciation in Christianity for the value of pilgrimage—the journey to 
holy places that is a symbol of our life’s journey to God, and a  sense of   connection to Important 
events in our family history. During the Christmas season, many of us undertake pilgrimages to the 
family homestead for festival meals, to the parishes where we were formed in the faith, or perhaps 
even to a beautiful manger scene or  festival of lights. There   are few better   days than this in our   
calendar   for spending  time with the family, especially on a short pilgrimage to a favorite place. Just 
make sure that no one gets left behind! 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

December 30 Lk 2:41-52 
 
Today’s gospel contains this truth  about parenting: “but his   parents did   not know.” One   of the 
reasons parenting is so difficult is because our children don’t tell us everything. If the Holy Family had 
trouble with their teenager, why do we think it will be easier for us? 

Reprinted with permission from: 
A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 


