FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Our Lady of Fatima

Our Lady of Fatima Parish ;*
2010 12t Avenue by
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.cont

Rectory Office Hours: %

Parish Office: 814-942-0371

Sunday:10:30 AM  Holy Days: 6:00PM
Rosary: 10:05AM  Rosary: 5:40 PM

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur
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Parish Secretary
Carol Z. Smith
Secretary’s Assistant
Ellen Kelly

Eucharist for the home bound - weekly:
Patty Flanagan 942-0371 to make arrangements.

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament.
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held at
Our Lady of Fatima.

Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held at
the Cathedral. 944-4603

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Parishioners wishing to receive the sacrament of
healing may call the Cathedral Parish Office to
make arrangements. 944-4603

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH IS A RESULT OF THE
MERGER BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
OF SS. PETER & PAUL AND ST. LEO THE GREAT IN 1995.
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Pleaded that we pray the Holy Rosary
before Sunday Mass and
privately from g:00 am to 6:00 pm daily.

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PH] | ;’ 3 A |

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule f’ o
®

DECEMBER 18, 2016

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603
One Cathedral Square
Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Web: www.holytrinitycatholic.school
Altoona Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 381-7011
Hollidaysburg Campus (Pre-K thru Grade 4) - 695-6112
Middle School Campus (Grades 5 thru 8) - 942-7835

Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School:
Web: www.bishopquilfoyle.org — 944-4014

Directors of Religious Education:

Chris Laraia — Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317
Jean Koury - 9 thru 12 - 949-2777
Religious Education Office: Sundays — 943-7424

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday
12:30 PM Saturday

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral: First Reconciliation
First Communion
Confirmation
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep
Marriage Prep
Christian Initiation

Hospital Visitation: Call the Cathedral: 944-4603
Cathedral Eucharist:
Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil) Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil) Weekdays: 6:45 AM

8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM
10:00 AM 12:00 Noon 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon 5:30 PM Saturday : 8:00 AM
5:00 PM 12:00 Noon



2016 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN
OLF GOAL FOR 2016 = $13,948.00

PLEDGED THRU DEC 12 = $10,650
NEEDED TO REACH GOAL = $3,298
# OF PLEDGES = 57

57 participants = 37% of our Parish
Our Lady of Fatima is in the last 2 weeks of the ACA appeal for 2016.
We are asking our parishioners to PLEASE consider giving additional monies to the ACA to reduce our

balance owing of $3,298 by December 31. Your check must be dated by

December 31, 2016 in order to fulfill the 2016 appeal.
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Folks that have given additional monies are designated by 2 (**) preceding their name in the chart above.

God blesses all parishioners that have given to the ACA this year, especially those that have made additional donations.

12/22  Tim O’Connor

12/24  Darlene Panek

12/25  Ed Robuck

12/27  Michael Long

12/29  John Wall

12/30  Mike O’Connor

12/30  Mark Schimminger
12/31  Gabby Bruno

1231 Gary Keagy. Jr. (GW)

From Sister Janice Bader, CPPS Executive Director

Thank you for supporting senior religious. A sister from Indiana
writes, "Because of your kindness, our elderly sisters will have
the comfort, security, and joy of living out their remaining years
here in their home. You truly honor them and their many years of
service by your generosity." Religious across the United States
offer sincere thanks for your generosity to last week's collection
for the Retirement Fund for Religious.

Dear Lord,

You gave us the greatest present of all, the gift of your Son. May we never
forget to unwrap the gift of Your Love and may we be willing to wrap others
in Your Love. Amen. Merry Christmas!



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 18, 2016
10:30 AM
Our Lady of Fatima Mass Intentions
Readings: Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24
Today’s Intention = F. Joseph Boslet, Birth. Ann.,

December 25, Nativity of the Lord
Readings: Is 52:7-10; Heb. 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
*10:30 AM Living & Deceased Diocesan Priests

Cathedral Mass Intentions

December 19, Monday: Advent Weekday
Readings: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25; Lk 1:5-15

6:45 AM  Florence Moffa Brook (Estate)

8:00 AM  Kay A. Seidel-Lint (Carole & Mary Pipetti)

*12:00 PM Tom Byrne (Anthony Bruno)

December 20, Tuesday: Advent Weekday
Readings: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38

*6:45 AM Chester Kowalski (Barbara Wozniak)

8:00 AM  Family & Friends (McNelis All-Stars)

12:00 PM Barbara Barrett, Ann. (Shellhammers)

December 21, Wednesday: Saint Peter Canisius
Readings: Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45

6:45 AM Doris Green (Cathedral Parish)

8:00 AM John Bauer (Mary Lysinger & Son, David)

9:00 AM  Holy Trinity Catholic All- School

12:00 PM Betty McCabe (Randy and Jean Koury)

December 22, Thursday: Advent Weekday
Readings: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk1:46-56
6:45 AM  Ricky Coleman (David Axinn Family)
8:00 AM  Rose Ann Himmelein (John, Julie and Laura)
12:00 PM Jim Davidson (Tony & Sue Conrad Family)

December 23, Friday: John of Kanty, Priest
Readings: Mal 3:1-4,23-24; Lk 1:57-66

6:45 AM Bill Crouse (Jeff & Becky Knott Family)

8:00 AM M. Virginia Jones (Mary O'M)

12:00 PM Bill and Patty Geis, Wed. Ann. (Family)

December 24, Saturday: Advent Weekday
Readings: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8-12,14,16; Lk 1:67-79

8:00 AM Thomas Vogel, Birth (Madeline and Family)

No Noon Mass

Vigil: Nativity of the Lord
Readings: Is 62:1-5; Acts13:16-17,22-25; Mt 1:1-25
5:00 PM Melvin and Margaret McConnell (Family)

Jesus, Son of the Living Father Have

Mercy on Me, A Sinner

DIECEMBER 18, 2016
Scripture Reflection

With the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the readings take
us to the threshold of the mystery of the Incarnation.
Isaiah is frustrated with King Ahaz, who will not ask
for the sign of God's faithfulness that God has invited
him to request. So Isaiah announces the sign himself;
“the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall
name him Emmanuel.”" Ahaz and the people are thus
called to trust in the promise of God, a promise that
will be fulfilled in the Gospel account.

Matthew's concern in the Gospel is to establish the
divine and human heritage of Jesus. In human terms
he is of the royal house of David through Joseph, a
"son of David." Jesus' divine origin is found in the two
names that he is given. The name "Jesus" means
“he Lord saves"; he will save the people from sin. His
second name is "Emmanuel," a name which means
"God is with us." Jesus will be both Savior of God's
people and God's presence among them.

On his own, Joseph could not recognize the right
thing to do without the help of the angel. To his
everlasting credit, he followed the angel's instructions
without hesitation. He had obeyed God's commands
all his life. Although he had always found them in the
law of Moses, the lack of good options available to
him there led his heart to trust God's command
through the angel. The suddenness of his transforma-
tion shows he took to heart the angel's command. "Do
not be afraid.” Do we pay attention to the messengers
God sends us? We can trust God to send a messen-
ger. These messengers need not be as dramatic as
Joseph's nighttime visitor in order to speak authenti-
cally. In fact, as the first reading teaches, we can ac-
tively resist a clear message that God offers. God will
send it anyway. We will know the messengers arrival
when we hear the words "Do not be afraid." These can
be words from a friend or a stranger, a profoundly
moving encounter with beauty or a subtle but deep
change of heart. When we hear that message, we hear
Christ inviting us to serve his mission in some new
way.

* When have we heard God say to us through a
messenger, "Be not afraid!" Were we ready to
respond with trust?

AT HOME WITH THE WORD 2016. (C) 2015ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO,
LITURGYTRAINING PUBLICATIONS, 3949South Racine Avenue CHICAGO,ILLINOIS
60609. REPRINTED WITI-1 PERMISSION.

AMERICA MAGAZINE: December 5-12, 2016 Issue, Michael Simone, S.J.



Out and Apout...

Liturgical Reflection ...
ORDER

OF
CELEBRATING

MATRIMONY

Christmas is very close. Everything must be ready for the great day commemorating the birth of
our Savior. As couples approach their wedding day, the Order of Celebrating Matrimony
(Number 29) directs that they be directly involved in planning the liturgy for their marriage.
Among the choices and options, they may choose from the selection of scripture read-
ings presented by the Church; the form for expressing their mutual consent; the choice of
Nuptial Blessing; the intentions of the Universal Prayer; and music that is God centered. Great
preparation is made in getting ready to celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

HOSS’S SOUP SALE..THIS WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21ST
Pickup time is 11AM-1PM, and 3-5:30PM

DRESSING THE SANCTUARY FOR THE COMING OF BABY JESUS!

Today, December 18th, after Mass, we will be decorating the
Sanctuary and the main part of the Church for Christmas. We will
need many volunteers to help Chris. Children that need service
hours may help also. Bring your papers and Chris or Carol will
sign them. Refreshments will be available.

CHRISTMAS WAFERS - “Opfatki” are available in back of
the church for $2.00 per packet. They are also available at
the rectory from 9-2 daily.

2017 $AV-A-ROUND COUPON BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS

THE BOOKS ARE $25.00 NATIONAL COUPONS ALSO! Some of
the coupons are valid immediately. The book has a value of
$5,000.

Take your Sav-A-Round coupon book with you. Loads of Savings
on Christmas Gifts and for food also. Shopping can make you
hungry! Coupons are welcome in Altoona, State College and
Johnstown.

JANUARY 2017 CO-OP TICKETS AVAILABLE...

Mondays in January (2, 9, 16, 23 & 30th) the prizes are $100.00.
Watch the PA “Pick 3” evening drawing to see if you’ve won!
They make great stocking stuffers or inserts for Christmas
Cards. The remainder days of January win $50.00. Happy 2017!

Last of the Deanery Penance Services:
Mon., December 19 - Saint Rose of Lima - 7 PM

Tin Can Lanterns ,E@
\,/;‘ V.

Fill a tin can with water and freeze ‘E .
»

until solid ice has formed. Lay can
sideways on towel. With a hammer
and nail, pound holes around the can in various pat-
terns; -snowflakes, birds, trees, etc. Put the can in the
sink until the ice melts. Let it dry out. Add a tea
light and watch the light reflect in the darkened

room.
Reprinted with permission from: COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE The Pennsyl-
vania State University University Park, PA 16802

4t Sunday of Advent (Dec 18

St. Joseph carried out God’s will and embraced his
fatherhood as a stewardship. May you allow God to
arrange your plans In order to fulfill His.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION...

F.LR.E. SESSIONS-6:15 PM-8:30 PM Students Grades 9-11 with
parent or guardian, meet in the Seton Suite on Dec. 18th.

ANTIPHONS

The final seven days before Christmas Eve, the church
calls us to cry for the coming of Jesus with special poems
for each day. These poems may be said with our meal
prayer or as part of our night prayer.

Dec. 17- O Wisdom, who issued from the mouth of the
Most High reaching from beginning to end. Ordering all
things mightily but tenderly, Come teach us the way of pru-
dence.

Dec. 18- O Lord of Lords and leader of the house of Israel,
who appeared to Moses in the bush’s flam- ing fire and
gave to him the Law of Sinai, Come to redeem us with
stretched-out arms.

Dec. 19- O Root of Jesse, a standard to the peoples before
whom all kings are made, to whom all na- tions shall ap-
peal, Come to deliver us; delay, please, no longer.

Dec. 20- O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel,
you open and no one dares shut, you shut and no one
dares open, Come deliver those who are imprisoned in
darkness.

Dec. 21-0 Rising Dawn, redeemer of eternal light and Sun
of Justice, Come, enlighten those sitting in darkness.

Dec 22.- O King of Nations and our deserved one, you the
cornerstone, Come and save us whom you created.

Dec. 23- O Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver. You are the

one for whom we wait, Come to save us, O Lord, our God.
Reprinted from the booklet published by the Family Life Office entitled
"HOLIDAY SPIRITUALITY IN THE HOME - Thanksgiving to Epiphany".
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Gaeto Construction Co.

Builders & Remodelers

Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Garages ® Windows ¢ Doors
“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”

(814) 944-9233

HIC #PA002981
Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto

Fully Insured

“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

In Our 30th Year

p/eade p@tk@ﬂél&

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

"(ﬁ J.S. Paluch
1@:@" Dy . 1-800-945-6629
ollowing Jesus EveryDayy
E_.,.I‘ GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING

Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and
a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent

and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

WORLD LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

800-566-6150 » www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm
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Catholic Cruisesandglours

SivPLY
Member nvesimen

BETTER
avings Bank
FDIC 1201 sth Ave. =
Altoona, PA 16602

200 Patchway Road L=
Duncansville, PA 16635 55

« New Location *

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

AAtoona
MEMORIAL STUDIO
When Only The Best Will Do

814-942-0101

1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Jank Yol

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Since 1933

PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

814-942-6772

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

Ambulance
Police Solutions as Low as

Jesus
AtoZ

7" Game| Michael O'Neill MoGrath, OSFS

Fire FREE Shlppmg @ ) x’ f A - e A colorful Catholic ABC

Friggsframly ﬂgf:;;“‘z:lrz%on racts ’k“"" ':gbook for kids and families! Includes a
“f /gt‘ ] glossary of questions to help adults pass on
¥ CALL their Catholic faith.

Now!

MADE AND MONITORED

INTHE USA

800,393 9954 -

*LIFEWatchUSA

PERSONAL CARING SERVICE SINCE 1980 prmm

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover
$16.99 each « Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150 www.wlpmusic.com|
JOE MERRITT REMODELING
Roofing ¢ Siding e Soffit & Facia
Interior & Exterior ¢ Window Installation
Fully Insured ® Over 20 Yrs. Experience

(814) 942-6784

eofmind d
nhhm%e:&i\‘s’mdependem

Brian or Sally, coordinators
an Official Travel

860.399.1785 Auennv of Apnsullseshm

CST 2117990-70
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

ONE ) PARISH
An App For Catholics

G ROW YOUR FAITH

ONEPARISH COM

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of

Check It Out T°day! Catholic Parishes

The Most Complete

Online National

A ngtharg&rel"“

A

) c j Sunday Missal
0 ? 1 { ¢ | An ideal companion
; i | for personal prayer.
i In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95
e
| WORLD L\gmmpua;|mnpns| “
TOLL FREE: ‘ & ——
—— @ 800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church

by
ARC.

AR 1s Your Catholic Credit Union

all Our Lady of Fatima parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org * 814-946-0857

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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