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 EXCERPTS FROM THE MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS 
FOR THE 52nd WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

FOR VOCATIONS 
26 APRIL 2015 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Theme: Exodus, a fundamental experience of vocation 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter offers us the figure of the Good Shepherd who knows his sheep: he calls 
them, he feeds them and he guides them. For over fifty years the universal Church has celebrated this 
Sunday as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. In this way she reminds us of our need to pray, as Je-
sus himself told his disciples, so that “the Lord of the harvest may send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 
10:2). He called not only the twelve Apostles, but another seventy-two disciples whom he then sent out, 
two by two, for the mission (cf. Lk 10:1-6). Since the Church “is by her very nature missionary” (Ad 
Gentes, 2), the Christian vocation is necessarily born of the experience of mission. Hearing and following 
the voice of Christ the Good Shepherd, means letting ourselves be attracted and guided by him, in con-
secration to him; it means allowing the Holy Spirit to draw us into this missionary dynamism, awakening 
within us the desire, the joy and the courage to offer our own lives in the service of the Kingdom of God. 
To offer one’s life in mission is possible only if we are able to leave ourselves behind. On this 52nd World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations, I would like reflect on that particular “exodus” which is the heart of vocation, 
or better yet, of our response to the vocation God gives us. When we hear the word “exodus”, we imme-
diately think of the origins of the amazing love story between God and his people, a history which passes 
through the dramatic period of slavery in Egypt, the calling of Moses, the experience of liberation and the 
journey toward the Promised Land. The Book of Exodus, the second book of the Bible, which recounts 
these events is a parable of the entire history of salvation, but also of the inner workings of Christian 
faith. Passing from the slavery of the old Adam to new life in Christ is a event of redemption which takes 
place through faith (Eph 4:22-24). This Passover is a genuine “exodus”; it is the journey of each Christian 
soul and the entire Church, the decisive turning of our lives towards the Father. 
 At the root of every Christian vocation we find this basic movement, which is part of the experi-
ence of faith. Belief means transcending ourselves, leaving behind our comfort and the inflexibility of our 
ego in order to centre our life in Jesus Christ. It means leaving, like Abraham, our native place and going 
forward with trust, knowing that God will show us the way to a new land. This “going forward” is not to be 
viewed as a sign of contempt for one’s life, one’s feelings, one’s own humanity. On the contrary, those 
who set out to follow Christ find life in abundance by putting themselves completely at the service of God 
and his kingdom. Jesus says: “Everyone who has left home or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life” (Mt 19:29). All of 
this is profoundly rooted in love. The Christian vocation is first and foremost a call to love, a love which 
attracts us and draws us out of ourselves, “decentring” us and triggering “an ongoing exodus out of the 
closed inward-looking self towards its liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-
discovery and indeed the discovery of God” (Deus Caritas Est, 6).                                       [go to page 5] 
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A Day of Prayer for Victims of Cancer  
Easter Weekday 
Communion Service Only, due to Clergy Gathering 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Heart Diseases 
Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr 
Communion Service Only, due to Clergy Gathering 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Arthritis 
Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
Communion Service Only, due to Clergy Gathering 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Nervous Disorders 
Saint Pius V, Pope 
Bill Stitt, Ann 4/28, Stitt Family 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of  Emotional Disorders 
Saint Joseph the Worker 
Father J.D. Zatalava, Birthday, Staff 
 A Day of Prayer for Victims of Diabetes  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Fred & Geraldine Petrunyak, Sr., Family 
A Day of Prayer for Victims of Addictions  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Cassarly Family, Lorraine Shuma 
Michael F. Zaczek, B/day Remb., May  2, Sister and Brother 
 

05/01 Shirley Siedlarczyk 05/01 Kathleen and Gary Koeck 

05/03 Bob Simanski, David Stein 05/04 Rita and Stan Sral 

05/04 Sherry Byrne, Amanda Clark, Virginia Ferraro, 
Tom Riggleman, Eileen Starr 
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Happy Birthday:                Wedding Anniversaries :  

MONEY MATTERS 
(Third Sunday of Easter, April 19, 2015) 
164 people Celebrated Liturgy at  O.L.F. contributing $2,075.25 of which $ 202.00 accounted for non-envelope contributions. 
 
# Envelopes In Circulation     181      # Used             73               # Unused           108 
    
Collection One Year Ago = $  2,416.75 

 Our Lady of Fatima                     

Pleaded That we pray the 

Holy Rosary Daily 

At O.L.F. before each Mass 

and privately                                     

from 8:30 am to 7:00 pm 

Nocturnal Adoration  
Friday, May 1, 2015 

 
UPMC Friends Chapel 

4th Floor of UPMC Hospital 8-11 
PM 

(parking vouchers available at the 
Chapel) 



In the following note to his parishioners Father Brian Saylor, pastor of Saint Rose of Lima Church 
and School, accurately summarizes and articulates well the conclusions reached by the Altoona 
Quadrant Pastors in union with Bishop Mark when they met together last week. All in attendance 
agreed that this would be the policy and practice of each of the Catholic Grade Schools “feeding” 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School. The so called pre Advanced Placement Program came to 
be outside the normal collegial processes involving the pastors and the Bishop and the “new pro-
gram” both practically and philosophically stands at odds with decisions already in place flowing 
from the official diocesan Quadrant  plan for the Altoona area. 



Remember:  
 

May,  
as Mary’s month, 
is the month of 

The Holy Rosary. 



humanity, proclaims the liberating word of the Gospel, heals people’s spiritual and physical wounds with the 
grace of God, and offers relief to the poor and the suffering. 
 Dear brothers and sisters, this liberating exodus towards Christ and our brothers and sisters also 
represents the way for us to fully understand our common humanity and to foster the historical development 
of individuals and societies. To hear and answer the Lord’s call is not a private and completely personal 
matter fraught with momentary emotion. Rather, it is a specific, real and total commitment which embraces 
the whole of our existence and sets it at the service of the growth of God’s Kingdom on earth. The Christian 
vocation, rooted in the contemplation of the Father’s heart, thus inspires us to solidarity in bringing libera-
tion to our brothers and sisters, especially the poorest. A disciple of Jesus has a heart open to his unlimited 
horizons, and friendship with the Lord never means flight from this life or from the world. On the contrary, it 
involves a profound interplay between communion and mission (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 23). 
 This exodus towards God and others fills our lives with joy and meaning. I wish to state this clearly 
to the young, whose youth and openness to the future makes them open-hearted and generous. At times 
uncertainty, worries about the future and the problems they daily encounter can risk paralyzing their youth-
ful enthusiasm and shattering their dreams, to the point where they can think that it is not worth the effort to 
get involved, that the God of the Christian faith is somehow a limit on their freedom. Dear young friends, 
never be afraid to go out from yourselves and begin the journey!   
 The Virgin Mary, model of every vocation, did not fear to utter her “fiat” in response to the Lord’s 
call. She is at our side and she guides us. With the generous courage born of faith, Mary sang of the joy of 
leaving herself behind and entrusting to God the plans she had for her life. Let us turn to her, so that we 
may be completely open to what God has planned for each one of us 
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 GOAL FOR 2015 = $15,100. 

  PLEDGED TO DATE = $ 2,625. 



Gaeto Construction Co.
Builders & Remodelers

Call us for all Your Remodeling Needs
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Garages • Windows • Doors

“Area’s Leading Addition Specialist”

“Adding to your family” * Call us to add to your house”

(814) 944-9233
Fully Insured HIC #PA002981 In Our 30th Year

Owner: Joseph E. Gaeto

JJ..  KKiirrkk  KKlliinngg
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Criminal Law • DUI
Social Security • Wills • Estates

941-6699
630 PLEASANT VALLEY BLVD., STE. B

Investment Savings Bank
1201 8th Ave. 200 Patchway Road

Altoona, PA 16602 Duncansville, PA 16635

IT’S
SIMPLY
BETTER

• New Location •

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
PUSH                  TALK              24/7 HELP

$19.95*/Mo. + 1 FREE MONTH
➢➢  No Long-Term Contracts
➢➢  Price Guarantee
➢➢  American Made

TOLL FREE: 1-877-801-8608
*First Three Months

........... ...........

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
102656 Our Lady of Fatima Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Jesus
A to Z

Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC 

book for kids and families! Includes a

glossary of questions to help adults pass on

their Catholic faith.

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150   www.wlpmusic.com

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise
starting as low as $1045 per couple. Daily Mass and

Rosary offered. Deposit of only $100 per person
will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

When Only The Best Will Do

814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602

Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blvd.

PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

814-942-6772

Since 1933

JOE MERRITT REMODELING
Roofing • Siding • Soffit & Facia

Interior & Exterior • Window Installation
Fully Insured • Over 20 Yrs. Experience

(814) 942-6784

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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